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THE PINE NEEDLE – DECEMBER 2021
Jesus is big at Christmastime! It’s as if the world says, “It’s his birthday. Give him his due.” We walk into just about
any store or turn on the radio and we hear the story of Jesus’ birth in song. It’s a time when many people start
wandering back to church. Everyone seems to be thinking of others. Donations are made. Gifts are given. Nursing
homes are flooded with visitors (at least in non-COVID years). But come December 26th, it’s back to normal. The
stores return to canned music. The radio stations returned to their regularly scheduled programming. Church
attendance once again begins to drop off. Donations dwindle and the nursing homes are empty.
It’s almost as if we’ve confined Christ to Christmas. We bring him out for special occasions, but the rest of the year
he’s in the attic with the other Christmas decorations. Jesus is big at Christmas, but he seems to have little to do
with the rest of our lives.
This is actually not that different than the Jewish thought of Jesus’ day. The temple was thought of as the literal
dwelling place of God. If you wanted to be close to God, you went to the temple. And even then, God was separated
and protected in the Holy of Holies. God was confined to the temple, protected, and sequestered from the mud and
muck of every day existence.
But Christmas changes all of that!
This year through the Advent and Christmas season, we are focusing on the opening chapter of John’s Gospel. In
it John says “The Word became flesh.” We’ve already spent some time talking about John’s use of “The Word” and
how he points to the full divinity of Jesus. John is making the claim that Jesus is God in the flesh. In Jesus, God
fully entered our world.
And one might expect that if God were here, he might spend all his time at the temple. He could receive and
entertain his worshipping subjects from his seat in the Holy of Holies. But, that’s not the story John tells. John
says “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” I like the way Eugene Peterson puts it in The Message: The
Word “moved into the neighborhood.” Jesus didn’t sequester himself away from everyday life, instead, he was born
in a cold, dirty, barn. His family was poor. He grew up. He got tired. He took naps. He got hungry and thirsty. He
grieved when his friends died. He looked into his own death and wondered if it had to happen. Even more than
that, he looked into the eyes of a grieving widow whose only son had just died. He heard the desperation in the
voice of the blind man. He shared a glass of water with a lonely woman at a well. He physically touched those
whose bodies were disintegrating with leprosy.
The point of John’s Gospel (and the entire Christmas story) is that God is no longer sequestered to the temple.
Jesus’ ministry happened, not within the walls of a religious institution, but out and among the people. The people
couldn’t (or wouldn’t) get to God, so, in Jesus, God came to them. Access to God’s presence is no longer granted
only by visiting a certain building or participating in a certain ritual. Through Jesus, God is freely available to all of
us, anywhere at any time.
Christ isn’t only for Christmas! He wants to be in the midst of our lives. He wants to be present with us as we drive
the kids to soccer practice. He wants to be with us as we eat breakfast. He wants to be with us when our jobs fall
through, when our marriages end, and when our children are sick. So, please don’t confine Jesus to Christmas, let
him into December 26th and August 14th and April 5th and November 23 and. . . . .

~Pastor James

OFFICE HOURS –

INFORMATIONAL UPDATES

Monday - Friday – 8 AM – 2PM
See us on the web and on Facebook
http://www.pinestreetumc.org

Worship Schedule
9AM and 11 AM
New Worship Schedule
Nov. 21st 10AM
STAYING CONNECTED
RADIO SERVICE You can tune in at 9AM on
WWPA 1340AM and 101.7 FM
Not able to make it to in-house worship? You will
now be able to join us by "Live Stream." The
links will be found each week on our Facebook
page or go to www.pinestreetumc.org

JANUARY PINE NEEDLE
Please have any material for the January Pine
Needle in the church office no later than
Friday, December 17th. Any early
submissions are appreciated.

A very Happy Jubilee Birthday to
those who are age 85 and above.
Pat Wittig
December 15th
Nora Mitchell
December 29th

NEWS FROM THE UNSTUCK GROUP
STAFFING: Candidates for Children's Ministry
Director are currently being interviewed and we
hope to have this position filled as soon as
possible. A job description has been created,
approved by the Leadership Team and
advertised for Office Manager.
WORSHIP: Plans for enhancements to our
single service are being developed. These will
be implemented over a period of time and we
ask for your patience and blessing in moving
forward. Initial plans are to add 2 Keurig’s with
with K cups and five 24" round high top tables to
the Narthex area for hospitality time. These
items have been donated by a church
member. Plans include the purchase of a bar to
hold coffee and snacks. We will have an area
for general information, sign-in sheet, signage
and new member information. Additions to our
worship service include: Guest contemporary
artists playing before, during and at the close of
the service along with our choirs performing
during the service and the implementation of lay
leaders to assist with the announcements, call
to worship and introductions of the guest
artists. There will be opportunities for you to
volunteer as a lay leader and/or be a part of the
hospitality team by providing snacks and
greeting folks as they arrive for church.
COMMUNICATION: Daisy is designing new
signage,
connect
cards
and
general
communication pieces to align with our new
worship service. There is a delay with the new
website but hopefully that will be forthcoming
soon.

GET A FREE SPOTIFY ACCOUNT

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout
joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come
before His presence with thanksgiving; let us
shout joyfully to Him with psalms. For the LORD
is the great God, and the great King above all
gods. In His hand are the deep places of the
earth the heights of the hills are His also. The
sea is His, for He made it; and His hands formed
the dry land. Psalm 95:1-5

Bob and I were members of PSUMC for many
years, moving away in 2006.We were married by
Walter Schell at Faith UMC in 1973 and moved
our membership to Pine Street a few years later
where our children grew and were confirmed.
Marian and I taught Sunday School for 18 years
together and we remained friends with both. We
received a letter from Walter and Marian one
week before he passed.
Congratulations on the successful campaign. By
chance we streamed the Oct. 17th service and
what a pleasure it was to see many of our friends.
The impact Pine Street is making in the
community is such a blessing.
Sincerely, Bob and Debbie Wallace.
Thank you for all your gracious hospitality and
tending to all our needs on Nov. 9th. Your hosting
of our Volunteer Appreciation event was truly a
blessing to us and to all who attended.
Sojourner Truth Ministries

We will begin to publish a playlist for the songs
we sing in our AM Sunday Worship, at Pine
Street. There will be a link, you can click, on both
our Pine Street Facebook page, as well as in the
weekly “What’s Happening at Pine Street”
emails during the week. You can listen to the
songs, and become familiar with them, before
our service on Sunday mornings. You listen by
clicking on the playlist link and opening it in your
free, or premium (pay) Spotify account.
To listen, you must first have an account. If you
don’t have one, follow the steps below to create
your free account. (Note: a free account has
advertisements, as you listen. Paying $9.99, per
month, for a premium account, will remove the
ads.) You can listen to hundreds of thousands
of songs online. I listen to classical music,
opera, jazz, Christian hymns and praise songs,
and much more, on my computer, or on my
phone, often. There is even a Spotify app you
can download on your phone to listen.
Here are the steps to get your free account, so
you can listen to our Sunday, AM Worship
songs, each week, ahead of Sunday.
1. Open your web browser, on your computer,
and type in Spotify.com. Press Enter (Return)
2. You will be taken to the Spotify site and be
asked to sign in, or create an account.
3. Create an account with your name, email,
and a password you make up. (Write down
your password.)
4. Once you have created your free account,
go to where you saw our Pine Street playlist
link; either, our PS Facebook page, or our
weekly email.
5. Click the link.
6. You might be asked to Sign In. Us the
account information you just created.
Now, when you click playlist links each week,
you should be logged into your account and
you can start listening. (continued next page)

The songs, listed in the playlist, may not be the
exact arrangement we will sing in church. The
hymns certainly won’t be. But you can enjoy
the music and become familiar with them
before we worship with them on Sunday.
Please feel free to email Karl Ivers,
kivers515@gmail.com if you have any
questions about this process.

1-Jan-22
2-Jan-22
6-Feb-22
6-Mar-22
6-Mar-22
27-Mar-22
3-Apr-22
April
1-May-22
5-Jun-22
12-Jun-22
3-Jul-22
7-Aug-22
4-Sep-22
18-Sep-22
2-Oct-22
6-Nov-22
20-Nov-22
4-Dec-22
December
Addl
offerings
October
November
December

Initial offering (offset cost of envelopes)
Second Mile Giving -- Sojourner Truth
Second Mile Giving -- Sojourner Truth
Second Mile Giving -- Sojourner Truth
Lenten offering
Second Mile Giving -- Sojourner Truth
Second Mile Giving - Sojourner Truth
Easter Offering
Second Mile Giving - Sojourner Truth
Second Mile Giving - Sojourner Truth
Peace with Justice Sunday
Second Mile Giving - West End Community Center
Second Mile Giving - West End Community Center
Second Mile Giving - West End Community Center
Golden Cross Sunday
Second Mile Giving - West End Community Center
Second Mile Giving - West End Community Center
World Hunger Sunday
Second Mile Giving - West End Community Center
Advent Offering

Thank you for your
continual financial support
of the ministries in our
community. We receive
many “thank-yous ” from
those we serve

e
UNICEF
UMW Thank Offering
Advent Offering

WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC
FINANCIALLY
Updates from
Secretary:

Gail

Maurer,

Weekly offering Envelopes

Financial

I’m pleased to report that as of 11-30-21, we
have received 48 Estimate of Giving cards
totaling close to $166,000. Thanks to each of
you as you support our current ministries.
Anyone who hasn’t completed a card yet is
invited to still do so.
For those who requested information to start
e-giving, go to WWW.pinestreetumc.org (our
website) and click the GIVE button near the top.
Here on our website you can setup a one-time
gift or a recurring gift using your bank account
or by debit card.
The first time you go to our online giving page,
you need to create Your Online Profile. This
only needs to be done once. During this
process, you will enter your email address and
create a unique password. Record your
password in a secure place for your records.
You will also enter your bank information
including the type of account, your routing
number and account number. If you create a
recurring donation, you won’t need to log in
unless you desire to change the amount or
schedule of your donation. You may then use
the password you created to log in to your
account.
You will have the option of giving to the General
Fund (which is Current Ministries), the Capital
Campaign Legacy Fund, Memorial Gifts or
Special Gifts. This is a secure site where you
control everything, but if you have any
questions, please call me at (570) 419-4781.

Offering envelopes are available from the
church office.
Also, green offering envelopes are available for
those who wish to use them. And as always,
cash or checks may be given. Due to Covid we
have a locked box in the Narthex for you to drop
in your offering as you enter or leave. Some
also wish to mail in their offering to the church
office.

Sunday Morning Refreshments
The Sunday Morning Hospitality team is
looking for individuals or families that would
like to provide refreshments on Sunday
mornings. Homemade items are acceptable. If
interested in providing refreshments some
Sunday, please contact Gail Maurer at 570419-4781.
If you would like to help, but are unable do so
in person, donations are being accepted
towards purchasing “pre-packaged” snacks to
be provided alongside homemade items.
Checks or cash may be noted “refreshment
fund” and placed in the offering box in the
narthex/lobby.
We look forward to our time of fellowship
before and after the service.

DWELL ORPHAN CARE
Every Child Deserves A Family
WE EXIST to support foster and adoptive families in Lycoming County, PA and beyond so that children
have a safe, loving, forever home in which to dwell. Our programs are designed to wrap around foster and
adoptive families, proving support and love in all ways.
 COMPASSION
 WE SHOW UP
 WE CARE ABOUT FAMILY
 WE SHARE RESOURCES
 WE ENCOURAGE RESTORATION’
We empower foster and adoptive families to love well on the ones that God has entrusted to their care.
The Hope Chest is Dwell’s foster closet. This is a space for foster, adoptive, and kinship families that
receive emergency placement of children to come and gather a week or two weeks worth of clothing and
necessities to help them get through the initial trauma and transition. Often when children are placed into
foster care, they come with very little clothing and necessities, if they come with any at all. The HOPE Chest
will be stocked with new and gently used clothing, shoes and necessities for children of all ages. The HOPE
Chest will also supply each child with a duffle bag, backpack or suitcase to carry their new clothing in. This
space will serve our foster, adoptive and kinship families in our community so that the children in their care
are clothed in love and restored to hope again.

ANGEL TREE
A list of things that would be super helpful to
purchase for Dwell. We would use these
items in The Hope Chest foster closet and in
our Foster Care Packages to families. They do
not need to be wrapped. We will be collecting
until January 2, 2022.







Family-Friendly Board Games and
Card Games
Lego sets for children of all ages
Arts & Craft sets for children
Sticker-by-number books for children
New children's clothing in all sizes and
seasons
Grocery store gift cards (for foster
parents)

Allen Page

Mark Porter

Nick Grimes

Quint Bower
Lynne Koskie

Dave Bair

Anna Nevill

Term Completed
12/31/2024

Chris Hoagland
John Beauge

Leon Koskie

Gene Weigle

Nancy Lady

John Piper

Term Completed
12/31/2024

Term Completed
12/31/2023

Term Completed
12/31/2022

PINE STREET FOUNDATION

Co-Chair/Lay Leader: Nick Grimes
Co-Chair/Lay Leader: Mark Porter

Ex-officio Member: Pastor James Wooster
Treasurer: Donna Diermyer
Members to Annual Conference: Dale Diermyer,
Kathryn Penfield

Bill H. Kieser

Gail Maurer

Term Completed
12/31/2023

Term Completed
12/31/2022

22022 LEADERSHIP TEAM

Chris Kindon

Ginny Kieser

Barb Flock

Term Completed 12/31/2024

Shirley
Springman

Carol
Porter

Charley Hall
Chris Kindon
Karen Cook
Karen Cook
Pastor James
Dale & Donna Diermyer
Gene Weigle
(Project Manager)
Memorial Committee Nancy Lady
Scholarship Committee Nancy Lady
Social Service
Al Cook

Committee Chairs

Eleanor
Snyder

Generosity
Education
Outreach
Special Meals
Worship
Sunday Hospitality
Building & Grounds

Nancy
Lady
(Chair)

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE CHAIR:

Chris Nevill

Term Completed
12/31/2022

Marion Reeser

Term Completed
12/31/2021

Chair: Pastor
Lay Leader:

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
AND NOMINATIONS.

Chair: Pastor
Lay Leader:

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
AND NOMINATIONS.

Pine Street United Methodist Church
441 Pine Street
Williamsport PA 17701

December 2021

Pine Street United Methodist Church
Our Vision
Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?
Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community

