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THE PINE NEEDLE – FEBRUARY 2021
Words of Encouragement from your Pastor
As we approach Valentine’s Day, you can’t help but hear about a “crazy little thing called love.” The stores will
try to convince you that if you truly love someone, you’ll buy them candy hearts, chocolates or roses. But if we’re
honest, we might look at the sappy, sentimentalized, overly commercial celebrations and wonder “what’s love
got to do with it?”
The Bible calls us to a “higher love.” We find that kind of love talked about in 1 Corinthians 13:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.
Although we often hear this passage at weddings, it isn’t about romantic love. It wasn’t written to husbands and
wives. It’s not calling us to simply love our spouses or our romantic partners. Instead, the Bible calls us to “love
one another as I have loved you.” We are to love one another with God’s love, a love made known in the person
of Jesus Christ.
That’s all tall order. 1st John tells us that “We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So
we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters.” 1st Corinthians helps us to know what this love
looks like in our relationships. What does it look like when we truly love one another?
For starters, we’re patient. We’re kind. When we love someone, we don’t envy them. We don’t try to make
ourselves better than them. Instead, we honor them. We celebrate their gifts. We do everything in our power
to build them up. We protect them and we stick with them.
Take a few moments and think about your relationships with those around you. Think about your relationship
with your spouse or romantic partner. Reflect on your interactions with your friends. How you interact with your
co-workers? And then re-read 1st Corinthians again. Only this time, instead of reading the word “love” put your
name in the verse instead:
________is patient, __________ is kind. __________does not envy, __________t does not boast,
_________is not proud. _________does not dishonor others, __________ is not self-seeking,
_________ is not easily angered, _________it keeps no record of wrongs. _________ does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth. ________always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres
Would your spouse be able to say that about you? What about your kids? Your neighbors? Your Co-workers?
Are you really loving others?
If you’re like me, there’s some work to be done! You’ll find two resources in this month’s newsletter to help in
that work.

The first is a bible reading plan focused on Love. The bible actually has a LOT to say about love. This isn’t
intended to replace the Luke reading plan. Instead, think of it as a “bonus” reading. Spend some time this month
reflecting on these passages.
The second is an article entitled “5 ways to pray to grow a heart of love.” It’s a prayer guide made up of scriptural
prayers. Spend some time praying these prayers and I know God will do some great things in your heart.
May God grow us all in love!
February Reading Plan: Love
Day

Read

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

John 3:16-17
1 john 4:7-9
1 John 4:10-11
1 John 4:12-14
1 John 4:15-16
1 John 4:17-19
1 John 4:20-21
1 Corinthians 2:9-10
Luke 10:26-28
John 14:23-24
Ephesians 2:4-7
Proverbs 3:11-12
Galatians 2:29-21

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Amos 5:14-15
Deuteronomy 10:16-19
2 Thessalonians 3:3-5
Jude 1:20-22
Ephesians 4:1-3
1 Peter 4:8-10
Ephesians 4:1-3
1 Peter 4:8-10
John 15:11-14
2 John 1:5-6
Mark 12:29-31
Leviticus 19:16-18
Matthew 5:43-46
Romans 13:8-10
Colossians 3:12-14

5 things to pray to develop a heart of love
1.) Ask God to help you put up with people in your life who are difficult to love. Ask Him to enable you to forgive
quickly, in the same way you’ve been forgiven. Above all, affirm to the Lord your desire to put on love, which
bonds everything together (Colossians 3:13-14).
2.) Pray that He would instill in your heart His love for the lost (John 3:16).
3.) Confess to the Lord any hatred you have toward your enemies, and ask Him to give you a supernatural love
for them instead (Matthew 5:44). Pray God’s blessing for any specific people who come to mind, and ask
your Father to show you opportunities to do good to them.
4.) Request that God would refine the love in your heart, making it patient and kind, not envious, boastful, proud,
rude, self-seeking, or easily angered. Ask Him to give you a love that doesn’t rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth. Pray that your love would be free from conditions or manipulation, and that it would
be an unfailing love that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things (I
Corinthians 13:4-7).
5.)

Ask God to keep your love free from ulterior motives, and instead centered upon the lordship and
preeminence of Christ (Colossians 1:15-20).

Some Suggestions for Lent
Lent is a “season” of the Christian year. It’s traditionally a time when Christians reflect on Jesus’ great sacrifice
and prepare for the celebration of his resurrection. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (February 14) and ends on
Easter Sunday (April 4).
Many Christians chose to practice some form of spiritual discipline during Lent. Speaking for myself, the years
that Lent has been most meaningful to me have been the years that I have embraced some sort of spiritual
discipline for the season. But if you’re like me, somehow Lent always seems to catch me by surprise and at the
last minute I am trying to come up with some sort of discipline. So, I wanted to take a moment and offer some
suggested disciplines you may wish to try this Lent. (And hopefully, save you and me some last minute angst!)
As an additional note of caution: Don’t try to do too many or to take too much on during Lent. Simple is usually
better. Trying too many disciplines can back fire and can actually diminish the power and meaning of Lent in
our lives.
During the Ash Wednesday Service, the official beginning of the Lenten season, it is traditional to read Matthew
6:1-6 and 16-21. In this passage, Jesus talks about three spiritual disciplines: Praying, giving, fasting. Through
the years these verses have become a sort of handbook for Lent and people will often find a way to embrace at
least one of these spiritual disciplines for the season of Lent. You’ll find below suggested disciplines that “loosely”
fit into each of the categories.
Suggested Prayer Practices for Lent







Commit to 10 minutes of Bible reading every day
Memorize a longer passage of scripture (ie: Psalm 1, Psalm 23, 1 Corinthians 13, Ephesians 6:10-20)
Read a book on Prayer (If needed, I can offer some suggestions)
Sign up for a Prayer Partner
Embrace a new Spiritual Discipline
Participate in a Small Group. (Might I suggest the Luke Study?)

Suggested giving practices for Lent




Increase your giving through the Lenten season. (If you’re not tithing (giving 10% of your income) this is
a great time to try it out)
Do something kind for someone at least once a week during Lent.
Volunteer an hour or more each week.

Suggested Fasts for Lent




Set aside one day a week and give up all food. (There are a variety of ways to do this. Please ask me,
if you need some ideas. Please check with your doctor to make sure you are healthy enough for this sort
of fast)
Give up a specific food item during the season of Lent. You might want to give up coffee or maybe you
will chose to be a vegetarian during Lent. Some people give up drinking anything but water for Lent.
Give up television, the internet, or some other activity.

How will you use the season of Lent to grow closer to God? If you need more ideas or aren’t sure where to
begin, I’d be happy to sit down with you and brainstorm some ideas.

Lenten Prayer Partners
How does it work?
1) Fill out the form below and return it to the office February 7th. You can drop it off in person, mail it in, or
place it in the “Prayer Partner” box in the Narthex on Sunday morning. Be sure to note if you have any
preferences concerning who you are matched with. (These will be kept confidential). We’ll do our best
to honor those preferences, but there are no guarantees.
2) By February 14th, you and a prayer partner will be assigned to each other. We’re doing this as a Lenten
discipline, so things “officially” begin on February 17th (Ash Wednesday), but you and your partner can
begin communicating and praying as soon as you wish.
3) Make contact with your prayer partner at least once a week other than Sunday mornings. Share your
prayer requests with each other. It is best if this happens face to face or over the phone, please don’t
count email as contact.
4) We recommend praying out loud together, but, we understand that not everyone is comfortable at that
level. For some, simply sharing prayer requests with someone else is a big step. We encourage you
and your prayer partner to work this out between the two of you.
5) When praying be sure to pray about the specific things your partner mentioned. You can also feel free
to branch out and pray as you feel led. When we give you your prayer partner’s information, we’ll also
give you some suggested prayers.
6) What you and your prayer partner share with each other should stay between the two of you. Do not
share your prayer partner’s information, requests, etc. without their permission.
7) Pray for your prayer partner every day between February 17th (Ash Wednesday) and April 4th (Easter
Sunday). Although you can begin sooner, and you can continue to pray for one another after April 4th.
I want a Prayer Partner. . . .
Please complete and return by February 7th. Place completed forms in the offering plate or hand to Pastor
James after services.
The following information will be provided to your prayer partner:
Name: ______________________________________________________
Best Phone to reach you: _______________________________________
Best times to call: _____________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
For “Office” use only: These will help in matching people to prayer partners with whom they feel
comfortable. We will do our best to honor any preferences you list, but we cannot guarantee a prayer partner
that matches your preferences.
 I would prefer a prayer partner that:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
 I would like to have _______________________________________ as my prayer partner.
 I am open to anyone as a prayer partner.
partner.

 I would be open to more than one prayer

Small Group Opportunity: The Gospel of Luke
Jesus sums up the entire biblical message as follows: You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself (Luke 10:27
NRSV). But what does that love look like where we live? Where we work?
With the people we do life with every day?
In answer to such questions, Dr. Jim Miller draws practical lessons from
Luke’s Gospel in order to help us live a life modeled after the example of
Jesus Christ. This involves his pattern of prayer, relating to others,
establishing holy priorities, and a host of day-to-day issues that together
establish what Jesus himself called the abundant life. Dr. Jim Miller is
Professor of Inductive Biblical Studies and New Testament at Asbury
Theological Seminary and Director of the Center for the Study of World
Christian Revitalization Movements.
Come join us on an eight-week, daily adventure as we work our way through
the Gospel of Luke and learn what it means to follow Jesus today.
How does this study work?



A Weekly group session including a video and conversation
“Daily” Readings and Workbook to complete at your own pace.

WHEN and WHERE?




Tuesday Evenings
o 6:00-7:30
o February 16th- April 13th
o Wesley Hall, Pine Street UMC
Wednesday Mornings
o 9:30-11:00
o February 16th- April 13th
o Wesley Hall, Pine Street UMC

Sign up by Sunday February 7 (Sign-up Sheet, Call or Email)
SUGGESTED Donation: $15 (accepted at 1st session)

February Worship Calendar
February 7- Communion Sunday- Luke 8:22-25
February 14- Conference Wide Worship- “The Power of One Samaritan”- Joyce Davis, Conference Lay
Leader
February 17 – Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30PM
February 21- 1st Sunday of Lent- Luke 8:40-56
February 28 – 2nd Sunday of Lent- Luke 9:10-17

OFFICE HOURS – *Please note time change

Online Worship Schedule

*Monday - Friday – 8 AM – 2PM
http://www.pinestreetumc.org
Check us out on Facebook

Sunday Morning at 9AM & 11AM

A service is currently being broadcast on the
radio. You can tune in at 9AM on WWPA
1340AM and 101.7 FM (please note change
from 101.3) or if you have an HD radio you can
tune in to WILQ HD3.
Not able to make it to in-house worship? You will
now be able to join us by "Live Stream." The
links will be found each week on our Facebook
page or go to www.pinestreetumc.org.

How can I support PSUMC with my gifts and
offerings?




Mail it to the church office
Drop off at the office between 8:00-1:30
Electronically via our website.

Your gifts will continue to support the ministry of
PSUMC as we continue to proclaim the good news of
the gospel.

With the increase in Covid-19 cases, we are asking anyone
who comes into the office to please wear a mask. Staff will
also be wearing a mask while you are here. Thank you for
your cooperation.

MARCH PINE NEEDLE
Please have any material for the March Pine Needle in the church office no later than Monday,
February 15th. Any early submissions are appreciated.

Offering Envelopes
If you do not currently use offering envelopes and wish to have them, please contact the office. A set
will be provided to you. Also, there are two ways you can give online. Please contact Gail Maurer for
more information. (570-419-4781)

2020 MEMORIAL GIFTS:
Gifts to Pine Street Church in memory of our loved ones provide ways to enlarge and enhance our
ministry. Some gifts were designated for a certain purpose by the donor, but many were not. Those
undesignated gifts can be used when an unforeseen need arises that is not in our adopted Spending
Plan and can be spent with approval by our Leadership Team. The following is a list of family members
and friends for whom memorial gifts were given during the past year: Joyce Morgan, Howard Lehman,
Juanita Shaw, Peggy Ogden, Marian Meyer Schell, Eleanor Zavada, Quinton and Marian Beauge,
Donna Miller, Joyce Clinch, John Girton, Marie Mitchell, John Rhoads, Harriet Brown, Joanne Gruver,
Jane Hawkins, Rev. Derwood Strunk, Russell Worobec, James Park, Paul Stachowski, Eldon Spotts,
Dorothy Engel, Scott Bailey, Raymond Luhta, Jean Hummel, Sue Steelman, Euretha Bollivar, Edna
Scott, Joseph Fulmer,Jr., Frank D. Fulmer, Marian Schell Skiles.
COLLEGE CONNECTION
College Connection is a ministry where PSUMC provides gift cards to help college students through
exam weeks with gift cards for snacks and encouragement throughout their school year. Gift cards are
needed to send to the college students for the Spring Semester. There are five PSUMC students at
college that we want to minister to and encourage. Gift cards can be Burger King, McDonalds, Sheetz,
Dunkin Donuts, etc. You can drop them off at the church office during regular business hours or put
them in Wilma’s mailbox outside her office door on Sunday. For questions, please contact Cindi Snyder
at 570-323-5089. Thank you.

ALTAR FLOWERS (on hold at this time)
*You can sponsor the Radio Broadcast or Live Stream service in memory of or in honor of a loved one.
Please contact the office.

ADDITIONAL NEWS FROM PINE STREET CHURCH
Advent offering – thank you for your generous donations. As of this printing your total donation given
was $3800.00
Lenten offering – this year our Lenten offering will be split between two ministries.
 Central PA Food Pantry
 Family Promise
“Helping our neighbors in need….We are all in this together.”
Scholarship help is available from funds given to the church. A
gift is designated for music students. If you are going to study
music in college, you may be eligible for tuition assistance or
help with lesson fees. If you are going to attend one of our
United Methodist Colleges, you may be eligible for tuition
assistance from the R. Andrew Lady Scholarship Fund. The
Scholarship Committee will receive the applications due June
5th and determine the recipients. Applications are available
from the church office.

THANK YOU
I would like to thank you for the generous donations, received in December 2020 of dozen of individually
wrapped snacks and thank you cards for UPMC Susquehanna region staff. We are facing challenging
times, but we remain committed to providing the outstanding care our patients have come to expect.
Your gift makes that easier. On behalf of UPMC Susquehanna region, thank you again for your
thoughtfulness and generosit. During these unprecedented times we value your support more than
ever. Together, we will pull through. Sherry Watts, Vice President of Development,Susquehanna
Health Foundation.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS – *Jubilee Birthdays
Trudy Caverly
Daisy Montalbano
Rebecca Hayden
*Alfred Knecht
George Bishop
Kaitlin Huggins
James Maeulen
Carol Myers
Debra Perry
Morgan Smith
*Carolyn Rosser
Lauren Rude
Betty Haas
Mary McKibben
Clarence Shaffer
*Ruth Engle
Ciara Beaghley
Judith Kowalski
Sara Grenell
Kristin Ivers
Joan Schell
*Nancy Lady
*Lou Robbins
Becky Hall
Dawn Holmes
Amy Montalbano
Caleb Burget
Bill Hall
Beverly Karney
Shawn Scudder

February 01
February 01
February 02
February 03
February 04
February 04
February 04
February 05
February 05
February 05
February 06
February 06
February 07
February 07
February 07
February 08
February 09
February 09
February 10
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 12
February 13
February 13
February 13
February 14
February 14
February 14
February 15

Elizabeth Kmetz
Allison Haynes
Thelma Lentz
Peggy L Whitnak
Matthew Lady
Zachary Lyon
Leigh Kaczmarczyk
Oliver Belzer
Richard Gnoffo
Maya Mosier
Spencer Underdown
Diana Young
Renee Metzger
Harold Anthony
Allan Spotts
Tina Courter
Gordon Landgrebe
Kate Thompson
Candace Vassallo
Danielle Perry
Emily Reed
Spencer Steinbacher
Brian Pick
Susan Swank-Caschera

February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February
February

16
17
17
17
18
18,
19,
21
21
21
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
25
25
26
27
27
28
29

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Miller, Dennis & Melody
Scharler, Mark & Rebecca

February 14
February 20

Shortly before the Holiday and the craziness of suspending In Person Worship, we announced that we had hired
a consulting team, The Unstuck Group, to work with Pine Street. Some of you have asked for more information,
so here it is.
At one of our Leadership meetings, we find ourselves having the same conversation we’d been having for several
months. We all knew that Pine Street was a great church. We had lots of wonderful people. We believed that
Pine Street had lots of potential, but we also knew that something just wasn’t clicking.
It wasn’t that things
were bad, it’s just that things felt “stuck.” After having had the same conversation with the same unanswered
questions month after month, someone finally said “But, if we knew what to do differently, we’d have done it by
now.” And in that moment, we began to see the wisdom in hiring a consultant, someone from outside the system
who could help us find a way forward.
We spent some time looking at what options were out there. We looked within the conference. We talked with
pastors. We surfed the web. And eventually, we found The Unstuck Group. The Unstuck Group has worked
with over 400 churches from a variety of denominations (including United Methodist) over the past 12 years.
The Unstuck Group seeks to help churches clarify where God’s called them to go in the future, develop a
plan for how to get there, and then provide support as the church steps into that future. Their approach seemed
to be exactly what we were looking for. One of the things that attracted us to the Unstuck Group was their focus
on follow up. They would not only help us find clarity, but they would actually provide ongoing coaching and
support. So we entered into our relationship with them.
The specific consultant that will be working with our church is a gentleman named Mark Meyer. Mark has been
part of Granger Community Church for 23 years leading various teams and currently is the leader for their
Development Team. Previously, he served as the Chief Operations Officer for a technology/ consulting firm in
South Bend, Indiana. He facilitates strategy for various organizations, believes the Church and businesses can
learn a lot from each other, and thrives on maximizing team performance and culture.
9 Distinctives of The Unstuck Group










The Unstuck Group brings hope.
The Unstuck Group prays.
The Unstuck Group comes spiritually prepared.
The Unstuck Group comes practically prepared.
The Unstuck Group asks questions.
The Unstuck Group acknowledged each church’s uniqueness.
The Unstuck Group says the hard things.
The Unstuck Group prescribes in increments.
The Unstuck Group helps churches get unstuck!

Testimonials
“Perhaps for the first time in more than 15 years we have forming among us a clear direction and vision for our
future. Within a day of the retreat, we began measuring everything we are doing against that plumb line. It is so
encouraging to see a high level of excitement and focused work already happening. We also know the sobering
and daunting reality that we have a huge mountain to climb, but we can do this with a focused vision! I very much
look forward to this journey!”
Scott Runyon, Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama

“What a two-day experience for The Crossing! I strongly believe the overall experience with The Unstuck Group
is a defining moment for us. The traction gained because of the collective process is HUGE.” Tim Celek, Lead
Pastor of The Crossing Church in Costa Mesa, California

“We have really been able to move forward on several of the initiatives. The restructure has been so helpful for
all of us. Having an outside source looking more objectively at our organization was crucial for where we were
in our life cycle. Both Tony and Amy’s wisdom and discernment was so valuable!” Vicki Gray, Executive
Directional Strategist of Transformation Church in Indian Land, South Carolina

We are more confident than ever about the future of our church. I feel more confident in my staff and trust them
more because we are all on the same page. The vision is no longer mine or just the pastor’s vision, but it has
become the church’s vision because of the tools we were given.” Ty Bean, Senior Pastor of Cowboy Junction
Church in Hobbs, New Mexico

“I absolutely loved the 4-phase planning process. I cannot express how much I appreciated Mark’s approach to
the process and the entire weekend. It was like working with someone we have known for a long time, even
though we haven’t. He did a fantastic job facilitating the planning process and I am glad this is not the end of our
journey together, but the beginning.” Dan McLaughlin, Lead Pastor of Community Congregational Church in
Franklin, IN
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Pine Street United Methodist Church
Our Vision
Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?
Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page
We continue to keep our Pine Street family in prayer.

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ from Pine Street for 197 years!

