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THE PINE NEEDLE – NOVEMBER 2021
Words of Encouragement from the Pastor
It feels a bit early to be writing a newsletter article about Christmas, but the stores have already
replaced the black and orange of Halloween with the red and green of Christmas. And the
warnings have already begun! “Forty seven shopping days until Christmas!” This year the
warnings feel a bit more ominous than I recall. For weeks, we’ve been warned to start our
Christmas shopping early. We’ve been hearing about blocked ports, an overwhelmed trucking
industry, labor shortages, high consumer demand and even higher shipping costs. We’ve been
told to expect limited inventories, longer shipping times, higher prices and fewer discounts. One
can almost hear an evil villain in the background yelling “Christmas will be ruined! Ruined, I tell
you, ruined (insert evil laugh)” The New York Times recently ran an article alluding to as much:
“How the Global Supply Chain Might Ruin Christmas.” (Emphasis mine)
I suppose if all of your Christmas hopes and dreams are pinned on what you find underneath the
Christmas tree, it’s entirely possible that the whims of the market could ruin your Christmas. But
for those of that follow Jesus, Christmas was never supposed to be about the gifts we gave each
other anyway. The gifts of Christmas (Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace) are found in unlimited supply
and are not subject to shipping delays.
It seems to me that this is an opportunity to reset how we celebrate Christmas. We have the
perfect opportunity to “make Christmas what it should be- a joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth that
enriches our hearts and the world around us,” rather than a “retail circus that depletes our
pocketbooks and defeats our spirits.” That’s what Rick McKinley, Chris Seay, and Greg Holler
say in their curriculum, Advent Conspiracy.
In Advent Conspiracy, the authors call us to four simple but countercultural concepts:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Worship Fully
Spend Less
Give More
Love All

This advent, I invite you to join me Sunday Mornings at approximately 11:15am (after the service),
as we explore the Advent Conspiracy together. Suggested donation is $10 to cover the costs of
materials. Please sign up by November 21st.
Together, we will “discover Christ and be transformed by entering his story.”

OFFICE HOURS –
Monday - Friday – 8 AM – 2PM
See us on the web and on Facebook
http://www.pinestreetumc.org

INFORMATIONAL UPDATES

Worship Schedule
9AM and 11 AM
New Worship Schedule
Nov. 21st 10AM
STAYING CONNECTED
RADIO SERVICE You can tune in at 9AM on
WWPA 1340AM and 101.7 FM
Not able to make it to in-house worship? You
will now be able to join us by "Live Stream."
The links will be found each week on our
Facebook page or go to
www.pinestreetumc.org

NOVEMBER PINE NEEDLE
Please have any material for the December
Pine Needle in the church office no later than
Friday, November 19th. Any early submissions
are appreciated.

A very Happy Jubilee Birthday to
those who are age 85 and above.
Jeanne James
November 6
Margaret Schell
November 14
Helen Barger
November 18
Geraldine Dymeck
November 27

NEWS FROM THE UNSTUCK GROUP
STAFFING: A job description has been created
a for Children's Ministry Director. It was
approved by both the Unstuck Group and the
Leadership Team at both of their most recent
meetings. We have posted this position online
and hope to fill it as soon as possible.
WORSHIP: After a lengthy meeting with our
consultant and again with the Leadership
Team's approval, we have made the decision to
return to a unified service beginning on Sunday,
November 21 at 10:00. With many of our
members still using our live stream and others
returning in person after months of not being
able to gather due to COVID, we are hoping to
provide the most meaningful worship
experience for all our members. Enhancements
to our unified service will include a Hospitality
Ministry Team to greet people as they are
coming into the building and offer beverages
and snacks before and after the service. We
are hoping to use a volunteer each Sunday to
welcome everyone to the service and make
announcements.
COMMUNICATION: Daisy will be creating
welcoming signage for the sanctuary, narthex,
and on sandwich boards outside the building
with our new logo. She will also be developing
a First Time Guest outline.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
On Monday, November 15th the stockings will
be assembled here at Pine Street Church in
Fellowship Hall beginning at 9:00AM Ladies,
please join us for this event.
The World Thank Offering is to be received
Sunday, November 21st.
For 135 years
Methodist Women have supported the World
Thank Offering. This offering is an opportunity
for individuals to answer God's call to support
women, children and youth internationally and
locally to meet their physical and social needs.
Thank you in advance for your continued
support for this much needed program. You will
find envelopes in the pew for the World Thank
Offering.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday,
December 1st at 1:30PM in the Narthex. Dr.
Charles Getchell, Mary Pewterbaugh and Kristin
Ivers will bring us the Christmas Story through
bells,
instrumental
music,
carols and
scripture. Margaret Piper and Georgina
Sackandy are our hostesses. All women of the
church are invited.
World Community Day, sponsored by Church
Women United will be celebrated on Friday,
November 5th at the Ebenezer Baptist Church
525 Park Avenue. At that time funds will be
received to support the Christmas Stocking
Fund. Approximately 950 stockings are
assembled and go to eight nursing homes in
Lycoming County. An additional 50 are sent to
the children who visit their mother's at the
Muncy Prison. Thank you for your continued
support for this project. Pat Wittig

OUTREACH
Reaching Out to our Church and
Community
FALL COLLECTIONS
Thank you for your generous support of our
recent collections. We were able to reach out
to our community by helping House of Hope
and the West End Community Center’s
backpack program. On Sunday, October 24 the
children collected money for UNICEF. They
collected $207 and Outreach will be adding
$200 from its matching fund program. Due to
the recent crisis in our hospitals, we are once
again collecting snacks and thank you notes.
There is a table in the hallway by the main
door.
For December we will collect Christmas items
for House of Hope. Details will be in December
Pine Needle. You may also do a shoe box for
Samaritan’s Purse. Pine Street is a collection
center. More details to follow. The Advent
offering will go to DWELL, orphan care for
children to purchase toys for their toy closet.

LOST LOVED ONE
Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to our
church family and friends who have lost
loved ones.
Family of Mary Bower
Passed on Oct. 25th

Enjoy the beauty of the season.

GET A FREE SPOTIFY ACCOUNT
by Karl Ivers

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good!
His faithful love endures forever. Psalm
136:1
Thank you for the recognition of our work with
the Capital Campaign. It was our pleasure
working with the congregation in the
achievement of going over the goal for the
campaign. The success of this campaign has
strengthened the legacy of Pine Street UMC.
Thank you, Charlie & Shirley Springman.
Dear Pine Street Family, Thank you for all the
cards and prayers I have received during my
hospitalization. Visits from Pastor John Piper
have been very uplifting as have the visits from
Pastor James. I look forward to worshipping in
person again at Pine Street UMC. Bob Norton.

We will begin to publish a playlist for the songs
we sing in our AM Sunday Worship, at Pine
Street. There will be a link, you can click, on
both our Pine Street Facebook page, as well
as in the weekly “What’s Happening at Pine
Street” emails during the week. You can listen
to the songs, and become familiar with them,
before our service on Sunday mornings. You
listen by clicking on the playlist link and
opening it in your free, or premium (pay)
Spotify account.
To listen, you must first have an account. If you
don’t have one, follow the steps below to
create your free account. (Note: a free account
has advertisements, as you listen. Paying
$9.99, per month, for a premium account, will
remove the ads.) You can listen to hundreds of
thousands of songs online. I listen to classical
music, opera, jazz, Christian hymns and praise
songs, and much more, on my computer, or on
my phone, often. There is even a Spotify app
you can download on your phone to listen.
Here are the steps to get your free account, so
you can listen to our Sunday, AM Worship
songs, each week, ahead of Sunday.
1. Open your web browser, on your computer,
and type in Spotify.com. Press Enter (Return)
2. You will be taken to the Spotify site and be
asked to sign in, or create an account.
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Pine Street United Methodist Church
Our Vision
Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?
Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community

