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THE PINE NEEDLE – OCTOBER 2021
Words of Encouragement from the Pastor
I’m sure you’ve noticed. The black and orange of Halloween aren’t even off the shelves, and the red and green
of Christmas have already shown up. Before long, we’ll be hearing about one day only sales that force us to
rush to the stores to get the bargain. Lest we think we have time, the deadline will be posted everywhere: only
XX number of shopping days until Christmas. And in just a few weeks, your calendar is going to start to fill up
with community gatherings, office parties, and family events. It may seem a bit too early to mention it, but, very
soon we will be baking cookies, wrapping presents, preparing the guest rooms. We will be rushing to the stores.
We’ll be rushing from place to place. We’ll be rushing around our own home. Consider yourself warned: The
holiday rush is almost here.
The holiday rush is ALMOST here….almost. . . .but not yet. So before the rushing starts, I want to remind you
of Psalm 46. We talked about it a few weeks ago in worship. Psalm 46 speaks of a frantic world. In this Psalm,
the earth gives way, the mountains tremble, the seas overflow. Kingdoms fall apart and war breaks out. But in
the face of all this, Psalm 46:10 calls us to “be still and know that I am God.”
Soon the Christmas rush will be upon us and if we allow it to tell us how to live, we’ll miss out on the opportunity
to know God. In our frantic paced world, in our grab for instant gratification, in our Christmas rush, we deny
ourselves the opportunity to know God. Our frantic activity deludes us into thinking that we’re the secret of our
own success. We think that because we fight the fights and run the races, we’re in control. But, we’re not and
we never have been. According to the Psalm, It’s God who comes to our aid when the mountains tremble. It’s
God who prevents the city from failing. It’s God who brings an end to war. It’s God who is in control.
As a pastor, I’ve spent lots of time over the years trying to convince others to slow down in the midst of the
holidays. And, I have to admit, it’s not easy to follow my own advice. It’s far easier to say than to do. Trying to
be still in the midst of the holiday rush feels a lot like swimming upstream. Yet our souls desperately need the
opportunity to “be still.” So this year, rather than fighting the current, I want to suggest something different.
First, October is a great month for taking some time to be still. The frequent travels of summer are over. The
craziness of back to school season has given way to fairly predictable rhythms. The Holiday rush hasn’t started.
The weather is still warm enough to be enjoyable. And the natural world around is filled with the beauty of the
autumn leaves. So, I want to encourage you, sometime this month to set aside an hour or two to allow your soul
to rest in God’s presence. Spend some of your time reflecting on Psalm 46. Turn off the phone. Get away from
the television. Sit with a cup of coffee or tea and stare at the beauty of the mountains. Take an afternoon and
go for a hike. I encourage you to find whatever helps you “be still.” Allow your mind to wander, and simply
enjoy being in the presence of God. If you would like some help or resources in finding this space and time, I
would be happy to help!
Secondly, I want to encourage you right now, before all those holiday events make their way onto your calendar,
carve out an appointment during the Holiday season between you and God. Enter it on your phone. Write it on
your calendar. Treat it like you would a doctor’s appointment or a work commitment. You will not regret it.
Be still and know that your God will come.
Be still and know that your God will provide.
Be still and know that your God will save.
Be still and know God.

OFFICE HOURS –

LOST LOVED ONE

Monday - Friday – 8 AM – 2PM
See us on the web and on Facebook
http://www.pinestreetumc.org

Worship Schedule
9AM and 11 AM
STAYING CONNECTED
RADIO SERVICE You can tune in at 9AM on
WWPA 1340AM and 101.7 FM
Not able to make it to in-house worship? You
will now be able to join us by "Live Stream."
The links will be found each week on our
Facebook page or go to
www.pinestreetumc.org

NOVEMBER PINE NEEDLE
Please have any material for the November
Pine Needle in the church office no later than
Monday, October 18th. Any early submissions
are appreciated.

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to our
church family and friends who have lost
loved ones.
Dale Bower who passed away on Sept 6th.
Thomas H Shellenberger who passed on Sept.
2nd. He was choir director at various United
Methodist Churches, including Pine Street
UMC.
Rev. J. Morris Smith who passed on September
21st. He served as pastor at Shepherd of the
Streets.
Judith Kowalski passed on Sept. 20th.

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES
PLEASE NOTE: Birthday and anniversaries
will no longer be put in the Pine Needle. For
those wanting a list, please contact the office
and one will be sent either by email or regular
mail. We will be including a yearly list of
birthday and anniversaries in our upcoming
church directory. We will continue to list the
Jubilee Birthdays (those over 85 years old.)

ADDITIONAL NEWS FROM PINE
STREET CHURCH
Do you have an address
change or a phone
number change, PLEASE
contact the church office to
update our records. It is
very important for your
church family to stay in
touch with you.

A very Happy Jubilee Birthday to
those who are age 85 and above.
Frances Herz October 22nd
Congratulations
George & Virla Ocker
50th Wedding Anniversary
October 16th

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
October 13th at 6:30pm
Discussing: James, Chapter 2

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Reaching Out to our Church and
Community

All women welcome. For more information
contact Tricia Bower.

CHRISTIANS HELPING HONDURAS
MISSION TRIP

INFORMATIONAL UPDATES

The South Williamsport United Methodist
Church is sending a team to Honduras to work
at Happy World Christian School in January
2022. They are collecting new or gently worn
shoes through September 30.
Call 570-326-0302 for drop off information.
Please keep this mission in your prayer

200 BY 200 UPDATE

COMMUNICATIONS: Be sure to read our
posts on Facebook. Daisy frequently has new
posts on our page.
Tentatively on October 17th Pine Street's new
logo and website will be revealed.
STAFFING: A job description is being
developed for a Children's Coordinator.
Plans will be to advertise and fill this position
ASAP.
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE: We will be
scheduling additional conversations with staff
and church members to formulate plans for this
service.

If you or a family member is going to be or
has been admitted to the hospital:
Please let the church know so we can pray for
you and so that the pastors may schedule a
visit with you.
If you let the hospital know that you attend Pine
Street United Methodist Church we may (but
not always) receive a call from the Chaplain’s
office.

UNICEF, also known as the United Nations
Children's Fund, is a United Nations agency
responsible for providing humanitarian and
developmental aid to children worldwide. The
agency is among the most widespread and
recognizable social welfare organizations in the
world, with a presence in 192 countries and
territories. UNICEF's activities include
providing immunizations and disease
prevention, administering treatment for children
and mothers with HIV, enhancing childhood
and maternal nutrition, improving sanitation,
promoting education, and providing emergency
relief in response to disasters.

Children will be in the Narthex to
collect your donation on Oct 24th.

YARD SALE
Lycoming Animal Protection Society
(LAPS) As a no-kill shelter, LAPS provides
housing, food, companionship, and medical
care for an indefinite period of time, sometimes
for the rest of a cat's life. That can be costly,
but it is our commitment.
October 23rd from 8:00am – 2:30pm. Here at
PSUMC

WASD BACKPACKS
During the month of August, we collected food
for the West End Community Center to be
used for their backpack program. Thanks to
your generosity we collected 3 large boxes of
food. It was delivered on Wednesday,
September 1. 6 volunteers helped pack the
food into backpacks for Friday delivery to
children in the WASD.

If you would like to donate any gently used
items, all donations appreciated. Please
contact the office for drop off time
FOOD BANK
On August 16, 11 volunteers went to the Central
PA Food Bank and packed 230 boxes of food
for our community. We also presented them a
check for $2020.00 from our Christmas offering.
Special thanks to Al & Karen Cook, Jackie
Crispell, Larry Fryda, Thelma Lentz, Kathryn
Penfield, Margaret Piper, Marion Reeser, Pat
Wittig, Paula and Doug Yenner. We will be
packing again on October 12, November 15 and
December 13 from 1-3 pm. 10 volunteers are
needed; call Karen at 570-998-2066.

Sojourner Truth Ministries is in need of
volunteers to help serve some Saturdays at
their Soup Kitchen. Mike Thompson and/or I
will be doing all of the cooking so volunteers
only need to help serve and clean up. If you
are not able to help serve, maybe you would
like to help financially. Any money that is
received should be marked “Church Meal
Ministry” and will be used to offset the cost of
the meals. You can sign up by clicking on the
following link.
Next opportunity 10-23.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c49
a4a828aaffc52-sojourner or by contacting me
directly. Thank you for being a church that
serves its neighbors and community. ~~
Nicholas Grimes

PSUMC Bloodmobile
October 18th 1:00pm
in the Fellowship Hall

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
“SAVING GRACE”?
SECOND MILE GIVING
We have monthly “second mile” giving
envelopes in our envelope boxes.
The
emphases are designated by our Outreach
Committee and the final six months of this year
is designated for “Saving Grace.”
The
building housing this ministry was once the
Grace United Methodist Church built in 1868.
The Conference merged Grace Church with
Pine Street Church, and church leaders decided
that we could not use or support that building. It
seemed wise to sell for one dollar to American
Rescue Workers for their ministry as a shelter.
It is now the ONLY shelter in Lycoming County
that can care for families. It is a 24-bed facility
that provides personal care items, laundry
facilities, meals, and referrals for additional
support while staying in the shelter for a
maximum 30 days until other suitable housing is
found. There is urgent need now for a new roof
which will cost $115,780. They have raised
$36,000 and have funding requests out for
$50,000. Your Pine Street Church Foundation
Fund which is a designated invested fund
making grants to various ministries has awarded
$3,000 to Saving Grace this year. Now as
individuals we have the opportunity to help this
ministry which is historically related to us. We
have six monthly envelopes in which to place
our support for the homeless families in our
community.

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good!
His faithful love endures forever. Psalm
136:1
Thank you Pine Street Family for all the cards
and prayers I have received since being
hospitalized. Jean Moyer
Thank you so much for sharing your time with
us here at the Central Pa. Food Bank to pack
food boxes. The boxes that you helped us
pack are already getting distributed across
many counties in Northern PA. I also wanted
to take a moment to sincerely thank you for the
generous donation from your church. This
donation will go a long way in helping our
fellow neighbors in need. Kindest regards,
Jason Niemczyk

NOTES OF APPRECIATION:
We have received thank-you letters from
Sojourner Truth Ministries who will be
celebrating TWENTY years of ministry on
September 22. We have recently provided
lemonade and iced tea mix for their meal
ministry. Our Foundation Fund made a grant
of $4,000.00 for their new Sojourner House of
Hope to serve homeless women and to
prepare them for independent living. Our
Foundation Fund also made a grant of
$3,000.00 toward a new roof for Saving Grace
Shelter in June. We have also received an
enthusiastic note from Brittany Halbleib
Shuman for her Lady Scholarship to prepare
for ministry at Wesley Seminary in Washington,
DC. She has been appointed to serve two
churches in Bedford, PA, so we now have a
ministerial daughter! Pine Street Church
serves beyond the walls in many ways.

Thank you so much for your gracious
letter offering your church facilities to
our BSF International class. We are
grateful for your helpful interest in the
work of Bible Study Fellowship and your
generous assistance in allowing us the
use of your facilities. As you provide this
opportunity for the study of God’s Word,
we pray that you and your church
members may share in God’s blessing.
One of the aims of BSF is to equip and
to motivate individuals to contribute
more effectively to the life and work of
their churches, supporting them faithfully
in prayer, stewardship, and service. We
pray this aim will be accomplished in the
lives of those who attend this class. To
learn more about BSF, I invite you to
view our website:
https://www.bsfinternational.org/forchurches
Sincerely,
Mrs. Hollie L. Roberts
Executive Director

October 17th
A time of celebration of what
God has done through your
generous giving.
Catered meal following. Be
sure to sign up.
Evening Campfire at 5:00pm
We are in need of the following
items: fire pits, hot dog sticks
and yard games. If you can
help, please contact Pastor
James.

Pine Street United Methodist Church
441 Pine Street
Williamsport PA 17701

October 2021

Pine Street United Methodist Church
Our Vision
Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel
How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?
Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community

