
 

 

 

A Note from the Pastor 

A few weeks ago in Sunday worship, we encountered the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000.  In John’s telling of 

the story, there is a boy who offers his lunch to Jesus.  At first glance, his lunch (a few small loaves of bread 

and a couple of fish) doesn’t look like much in the face of such a large multitude, but in the hands of Jesus it 

becomes more than enough.  We were challenged to take a look in our own “lunch boxes” and see what we 

could give to Jesus. 

Here are some of the answers: 

What can you give to Jesus? 

…what I can to spread your love and care. 

…my life. 

…time…Jesus, pray for Pastor. 

…the return blessing of compassion. 

…love and acceptance to those who need it. 

…more time praying. 

…more of my money and more focused prayers. 

…support of other (comfort). 

…sometime and talent. 

…time to read your words and reflect & give thanks. 

…my caring attitude so it can be shared with others. 

…my time – I can carve out time to listen to you and be available to others. 

…friendship. 

…my willingness to follow you, show me the way to help others through you. 

…gifts of time, transportation. 

…prayer for others. 

…time, skills, ability to listen & treasures. 

…my time, transportation, and prayers. 

…I give Jesus all I have in me. 
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…time to volunteer to help Charles Moyer, funds to help people in need, kind words to those 

   I come in contact with, my thanks for good health and for my family. 

…my time & resources, as well as my skills & love for others. 

 

Church Wide Reads 

If you know anything about me (Pastor James), you know that I am an avid reader.  Walk into my office 

and you’ll find four bookshelves full of books.  (I have read many of them, but, not all.)  Often, after 

reading a book, my mind will be turning over lots of new ideas and trying to figure out how what I read 

applies to the church.  I often wish someone else would read the book with me.  And now you can! 

The Church Wide read is an opportunity for us to read four books together this year (roughly one each 

quarter).  My hope is that if we all read the same book, it will help direct our minds in the same direction.  

It will spark unity.   It will lead to some new and (hopefully) interesting conversations.  It will raise our 

knowledge level as a church.      

I’ll pick a book each quarter that we’ll read together.  It might be a book that speaks to a specific issue 

we are facing.  It might be a book that our Bishops or consultants recommend.  It might be a book that 

is generating a lot of conversation in other churches. There’s a lot of books that I could choose!  You 

are invited to read the book at your own pace over the quarter.  I’ll schedule a few book “chats” for 

those who wish to talk about what we’ve read.   

Our first Church Wide Read will be Worship on Earth as it is Heaven by Rory Noland.  Worship on Earth 

as It Is in Heaven is a book that speaks to us as we re-learn what it means for us to worship together.  

In it, Rory Noland helps us think beyond our preferred styles of worship as individuals and helps us 

focus instead on the God we worship.  Noland’s book helps us grow both as individual and as corporate 

worshippers.  It contains practical suggestions for incorporating worship into our personal lives, as well 

as tips for how to worship more fully as part of the congregation. 

We’ll tentatively plan on book chats: 

 Saturday, March 26th at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, March 27th at 11:15 a.m. 

Feel free to attend whichever chat best fits your schedule.  And don’t’ be afraid to read the book even 

if you can’t attend one of the chats.  It will still benefit both you and our church. 

The book can be purchased from Amazon or Christian Book.  A digital version can be obtained through 

the Hoopla app available through the JVB library.  I have also purchased several copies that will be 

available for the congregation to share.  Simply sign one out when they are available and return it when 

finished. 

I look forward to our conversation! 

  

~ Pastor James 

 

 

 



OFFICE HOURS –   

Monday - Friday – 8 AM – 2PM 

See us on the web and on Facebook http://www.pinestreetumc.org    

 

 

Worship Schedule 
9AM Adult & Youth Sunday School 

10AM Worship 
 

 

STAYING CONNECTED 

RADIO SERVICE   You can tune in at 9AM on WWPA 1340AM and 101.7 FM   

Not able to make it to in-house worship? You will now be able to join us by "Live Stream." The links 
will be found each week on our Facebook page or go to www.pinestreetumc.org 

March Worship Calendar 

March 6- Communion Sunday- 1 John 12:1-11 Jesus annointed 

March 13- John 13- Washing of Feet 

March 20- John 14:6 I am: The Way  

March 27– John 15:1 I am: The Vine  

Adult Sunday School Class 

Quint & Tricia Bower are leading an Adult Sunday School class on Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m.  The 
class uses the Serendipity Bible for Groups and is located in the meeting room.  Modern day topics are 
chosen along with readings from the Bible.  Then the readings are followed by thought provoking 
questions that are discussed by the group.  No prior knowledge or weekly readings are needed.  All 
adults are invited to attend. 

NEW EMAIL: The Office has a new email: office@pinestreetumc.org.  Please make any 

necessary changes and begin using this email now. 

 

A Message from the Leadership Team 

2021 was such an eventful year that provided many blessings and challenges for our church and our 
leadership team. I wanted to take a moment to update you on a few key items regarding where we have been 
and where we are headed.  

First, the generosity of our members continues to shine as we ended 2021 with a surplus. This generosity has 
allowed us to continue to minister to the needs of our congregation and our community and reach out to 
those that need to know of Jesus’s love.  
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The leadership team has approved our 2022 ministry spending plan developed a Narrative Ministry Spending 
Plan to communicate the church’s plans for 2022. If you did not receive a copy of this document, please 
contact the office, or additional copies are available in the Narthex.   

Below are a few highlights that the leadership team has accomplished or are working to accomplish in 2022: 
 

• Hired and welcomed a new office manager.  
• Exceeded the $1,000 Tornado Relief Challenge. 
• Applied for a grant to upgrade church security.  
• Discussed building usage for multiple outside groups.  
• Continued planning and discussions on launching a new contemporary worship service.  
• Authorized a special Lent offering to benefit Sheppard of the Streets. 
• We continue to look for a Children’s Ministry Director. 

 

Please also look for our 200x200 updates in the Pine Needle. If you have any questions, comments, or would 
like more information on any of the items discussed above, please contact the leadership team. 

Leadership Team meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm. These meetings can be 
found on the church calendar and will be held virtually through Google Meets and also in-person in the church 
meeting room or the Narthex. All members are welcome to attend these meetings unless staffing or other 
confidential items are being discussed.  Members can join virtually by navigating to 
www.meet.google.com/krk-auve-hxh or by calling in: 1 470-745-0506 Pin: 774 440 685#. Members may also 
request copies of the meeting minutes or financials by contacting the office or the leadership team.  

Finally, the leadership team would like to thank those who faithfully served on the leadership team in 2021 
and welcome our new members joining us in 2022. The 2022 leadership team is: 
 

• Nick Grimes – Chair 
• Mark Porter – Vice Chair 
• Quint Bower 
• Gail Maurer 
• Bill H Kieser 
• Allen Page 
• Anna Nevill 
• Dave Bair 
• Lynne Koskie 
• Pastor James (ex-officio) 
• Bert Hall (Secretary) 
• Donna Diermyer (Treasurer) 
• Kathryn Penfield (Memb. Annual Conf.) 
• Dale Diermyer (Memb. Ann. Conf.) 

 

The leadership team would like the thank the entire congregation for their continued commitment to Pine 
Street and welcome any feedback that you may have. 

Blessings and Love, 
The Pine Street UMC Leadership Team 

    leadershipteam@pinestreetumc.org 
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 200 BY 200 UPDATE  
VISION REMINDER:  We will be a church of over 200 engaged weekly as we pass our 200th 
anniversary.  We will be effectively reaching young families through relevant online engagement and 
personal interaction.  We will help upcoming generations take steps towards Jesus both online and in 
person.  We will make the case that Jesus is still the hope for life change, purpose and salvation.  
Volunteers are needed to help serve on the hospitality team and greeters. 
  
COMMUNICATIONS: Daisy will be preparing the Sunday morning worship powerpoint.  She is 
working on 1st time guest experience options and utilizing cohesive branding with all print and online 
messages.  Our new website is up however some administrative work still needs to be done.  
www.pinestreetumc.org 
  
STAFFING: At this point we have not hired a Children's Ministry Director.  We will continue to post 
this position 
. 
In the meantime, volunteers are needed to help with Sunday School.  Clearances need to be current.  
 
WORSHIP: As we continue to gather for a single service, printed materials have been upgraded, a 
meaningful order of worship is being utilized and prayer cards have been available.   
Our consultant, Mark Meyer will be joining us for worship on March 6th. 

  

APRIL PINE NEEDLE 

 
Please have any material for the APRIL Pine Needle in the church office no later than Friday, March 

25th.     If possible, please send all articles to the church via email or provide a typed copy. 

 
 
  

 
 

WELCOME… Alden George Kindon 

February 6, 2022 

8 lbs. 10 oz., 22” long 

Parents:  Robert (Joe) & Asha Kindon 

Grandparents:  Robert & Christine Kindon 

 

 

INFORMATIONAL UPDATES 

Our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends on the recent death of: 

Connie Dahl 
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MARCH HAPPENINGS @ PINE STREET 

March 4th -       World Day of Prayer , 1:30 p.m. 

        First United Methodist Church, 604 Market St., Wmspt, PA 17701 

        Theme:  “I Know the Plans I Have for You”  Jeremiah 29: 1-14 

March 7th-21st – Special Giving Opportunity 

West End Community Christian Center’s Backpack program.  They provide                               
1,100 backpacks per week for 8 participating school in the Williamsport   
School District.  The following food items are needed:  Individual servings of 
Mac & Cheese, Chef Boyardee entrées, and cereal.  Collection box located in 
the Narthex.  Contact Karen Cook for more information. 

March 13th & 20th – Hospitality Training, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

March 14th -       Food Bank Volunteer Opportunity, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.  See Karen Cook. 

March 16th -       United Methodist Women, 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex. 

April 2nd  -         Young Minds After Christ Beef & Boogie, 4 p.m. – 9 p.m.    

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Opportunity blooms!  April 3, 10 and 24 are available for anyone wanting to place flowers in 

honor or memory of someone.  Would you like to provide altar flowers?  Cost for flowers is $25 and 

you may take them at the end of the service.  If so, please contact Barb Flock at (570) 326-6970. 

 

Easter Flowers:  We will be displaying Easter flowers on Sunday, April 17th.  Plants include potted 

hyacinths, tulips, mini daffodils and small dishes of pansies.  The cost is $10.00.  Place order in the 

offering box or drop off in the office along with cash or check made out to “Pine Street UMC” (Memo: 

Easter Flowers).  Payment MUST accompany order.  Order deadline is Friday, April 8th , 2022. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 

 

____Hyacintyh 6 ½ “ pot (3 bulbs)   _____Mini Daffadils 6 ½ “ pot 

 

_____Pansies 8” pan     _____Tulips 6 ½ “ pot (6 bulbs) 

 

 

Total Quantity: _____ 

 

 

 

Name:  ______________________________  Contact # ___________________________ 



Prayer Chain:  Prayer Warriors are those who intercede on another’s behalf at the feet of 

Jesus.  We try to pray for all requests at least once and more whenever possible.  Those for 

whom you pray, are appreciative of your efforts on their behalf.  If you or someone you know 

are interested in joining our prayer circle, please contact Carol Fulmer or Marilyn Kern.  Prayer 

requests may be submitted directly to these ladies, the church office (office@pinestreetumc.org) 

or in the offering box on Sunday. 

 

TORNADO UPDATE:  We have collected over $1,700.00 for our Tornado Response Offer.  Your 

continued generosity to those in need is “loving your neighbor” in action. 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY was a SUPER SUCCESS!  We raised $325.00 for the 

F.O.C.U.S.E.D program at West End Christian Community Center. 

Food Bank:   Joe Bielski, Mitzi Burget, Al & Karen Cook, Barb & Corey Flock, Dick & Mary 

Pewterbaugh and Paul & Mary Smith joined forces, listened to tunes from the past and packed 

190 boxes of food!  In 1 ½ hrs!  THANK YOU!  Our next Food Bank opportunity is Monday, 

March 14th.  We’d love for you to join us. 

BLOOD…Generosity in living color!  42 units of color!  On February 17th, Pine Street hosted a 

blood mobile for the American Red Cross.  Thank you to Kristin Ivers, Diane Page and Pastor 

James for donating.  Mitzi Burget, Karen Cook, Barb Johnson & Marion Reeser for 

volunteering.  And Todd, Bev & Lisa for preparing the church for this community event.  

Watch for our next blood drive date for your opportunity to give. 
 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

 
CONGRATULATIONS, MARION REESER!! 

For the year 2021, Marion was chosen to be recognized by the United Methodist Women on her 
dedication and outstanding work for the church.  She was honored at UMC meeting in February. 
 
Wednesday, March 16th @ 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex.  Pastor James will lead us in a Lenten 
Program.  All women of the church are invited. 
 
SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT DAY will be held on Saturday, March 26th, 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. (noon) (no 
lunch) at St. Paul/Calvary United Methodist Church on Memorial Avenue, Wmspt, PA.  The speaker 
will be Kathy Burkhart.  Kathy is a Certified United Methodist Lay Minister serving the Unityville 
Charge.  The Topic is “Bearing Witness in the Kin-don:  Living into the Church’s Moral Witness 
through Radical Discipline. 
Light refreshments will be served upon arrival.  Contact Pat Wittig if you can attend.   
The Lycoming Cluster is asked to bring paper towels to be given to Neighborhood Center. 
 
2021 MEMORIAL GIFTS:  Gifts to Pine Street Church in memory of our loved ones provide ways to enlarge 
and enhance our ministry.  Some gifts were designated for a certain purpose by the donor, but many were 
not.  Those undesignated gifts can be used when an unforeseen need arises that is not in our adopted 
Spending Plan and can be spent with approval by our Leadership Team.   
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The following is a list of family members and friends for whom memorial gifts were given during the past year: 
Juanita Shaw, James Marr, Walter Schell, Marian Schell, Joanne Kiehl, Marian and Quinton Beauge, Judith 
Kowalski, Mary Dodge, Marian Skiles, Donald Skiles, David Bartraw, Donald Bastian, Mary Bower, Harriet 
Brown, Betty Lou Eberhart, Jeffrey Foulkrod, John Girton, Marie Mitchell, John Rhoads IV, Alene Gerould, Lee 
Cohen, Tina Prentiss, Thomas Shellenberger, J. Morris Smith, Gloria Cunha, Donald F. Bower, Dale V. Bower, 
Charles Buckalew, Peggy Elder, Barbara Ertel, Kenneth Copeland Sr., Valiere Pentico, Floyd L. Hartman, 
Nancy Knight, and Robert Kurtz.  Also a gift was received In Honor of Rock and Reba Anello.. 

 

 
Greatful & Blessed – A very heartfelt “thank you” to my Pine Street Family for your generosity as I 

retired.  Your gifts and kind words were overwhelming.  I have been blessed many times throughout 

my 8 years there. ~ Wilma 

 

Thank you so much for the lovely plant ~ Gary & Linda 

 

Thank you for the flowers ~ Robin Ray & Nora Mitchell 

 

Thank you for your faithful partnership in our important work.  We can’t do it without you. ~ Dwell 

Orphan Care 

 

Generous Donation – We see the faces of the children, mothers and even fathers as they realize that 

there are people in the world, like you, that truly do care. ~ West End Christian Community Center 

 

Many thanks to all of you…John Piper for the multiple rides and delivering my offering enveloples, 

Linda Helsel and Diane Stanzione for food and Dale & Donna Diermyer for a ride home from 

Geisinger.  I really appreciate all you did. ~ Carol Shultz 

 

Sunday Morning Refreshments 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

The Sunday Morning Hospitality team is looking for 
individuals or families that would like to provide refreshments 
on Sunday mornings. Homemade items are acceptable. If 
interested in providing refreshments some Sunday, please 
contact Gail Maurer at 570-419-4781.  
 
If you would like to help, but are unable do so in person, 
 donations are being accepted towards purchasing  
“pre-packaged” snacks to be provided alongside  
Homemade items. Checks or cash may be noted  
“refreshment fund” and placed in the offering box in 
 the narthex/lobby.  
We look forward to our time of fellowship before and after 
 the service. 
 

 



 

Scholarship help is available from funds given to the church.  A gift is designated for music students.  

If you are going to study music in college, you may be eligible for tuition assistance or help with lesson 

fees. If you are going to attend one of our United Methodist Colleges, you may be eligible for tuition 

assistance from the R. Andrew Lady Scholarship Fund.  The Scholarship Committee will receive the 

applications due June 5th and determine the recipients. Applications are available from the church 

office.  ~ Nancy Lady 

 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OR BAPTISM 

Anyone interested in Baptism or Church Membership should contact the church office in person 

or by email: office@pinestreetumc.org 

 

 

WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC FINANCIALLY 

Updates from Gail Maurer, Financial Secretary: 

For those who requested information to start e-giving, go to WWW.pinestreetumc.org (our website) and click 

the GIVE button near the top.  

Here on our website you can setup a one-time gift or a recurring gift using your bank account or by 
debit card. 

The first time you go to our online giving page, you need to create Your Online Profile. This only needs 
to be done once.  During this process, you will enter your email address and create a unique password. 
Record your password in a secure place for your records. You will also enter your bank information 
including the type of account, your routing number and account number. If you create a recurring 
donation, you won’t need to log in unless you desire to change the amount or schedule of your donation. 
You may then use the password you created to log in to your account. 
You will have the option of giving to the General Fund (which is Current Ministries), the Capital 
Campaign Legacy Fund, Memorial Gifts or Special Gifts. This is a secure site where you control 
everything, but if you have any questions, please call me at (570) 419-4781. 
 

 

Weekly offering Envelopes 

Still a few to go…2022 Offering Envelopes are here!  Pick yours up on the table outside the 

Narthex. 
 

Also, green offering envelopes are available for those who wish to use them.  And as always, cash or 

checks may be given.  Due to Covid we have a locked box in the Narthex for you to drop in your offering 

as you enter or leave.  Some also wish to mail in their offering to the church office. 

 

LENTEN/EASTER OFFERING 
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Through the years, Christians have set aside Lent as a period of sacrificial giving.    They then 

present their gifts to the church as part of the Easter morning service.  I invite you to consider 

doing just that as we draw closer to Easter.   Once again Pine Street will be collecting a 

Lenten/Easter Offering.   

This year half of our Easter offering will go towards Shepherd of the Streets.  Shepherd of the 

Streets has been serving the Williamsport community since 1988.  They exist to provide 

spiritual and material help to those on the streets, confronting fear, hunger, homelessness, 

unemployability, or other difficulties.  Shepherd of the Streets provides financial assistance for 

prescriptions, helps with transportation to medical appointments, provides basic hygiene 

items, and has recently begun helping out with emergency dental needs. 

The other half will go to the outreach ministries of Pine Street.  In 2021, we were able to 

provide a children’s craft during First Saturdays, offer the community free hot dogs at the 

downtown Halloween event, and shared hot cocoa, cookies, and a warm fire with our 

neighbors during Williamsport’s Feel the Magic at Christmas.  We were able to invite our 

friends and neighbors to join us at a Crosscutters’ game.  And we joined with 76 others to 

celebrate Christmas among the lights in Short Park on Christmas Eve.  We want to continue 

reaching out and connecting with our neighbors in 2022.  Your generosity makes that 

possible. 

 

 
 

Dear Fellow Pine Streeters! 

I’m pleased to announce the following weeks our congregation is scheduled to support Family Promise with meals 

and overnight accommodations throughout 2022: 

 

April 10 - 16 

June 12 - 18 

August 21 - 27 

December 18 - 24 

 

Please search your calendars and your hearts for how you may begin or renew your participation with this 

wonderful community asset.  Given the many changes caused by Covid, I’ll have greater details to share closer 

to each of these weeks.   

 

In the meantime, Executive Director Jenny Hull, shares (below) a link for a 30-minute Family Promise online 

training for new or re-newing volunteers. 

 



Thanks, in advance, for your support of Family Promise. 

Kathryn Penfield  

 

 

I am so excited about the release of Family Promise National's new Virtual Volunteer training! This new 

training gives volunteers an opportunity to learn best practices when working with our families all from 

the comfort of their own home or in a church group setting. You can find the link here:  

 

 https://familypromise.org/volunteer-training-videos/  

 

So who should participate in virtual training? 

• New volunteers: 
• Are you interested in volunteering, but don’t know if you are ready to commit? 

• Do you just want to learn how Family Promise works? Maybe you have seen or 
heard about it at your church but you didn’t really know what it is all about. 

• Maybe you just didn’t have time to sign up for training, or missed the training at 
your church? 

• Are you a volunteer already, 
• but are interested in hearing about volunteering from the perspective of Graduate 

Guests of the program? 

• it’s been a long time since you have been to training? 

•  

It takes less than 30 minutes to complete, and like many things happening in the world right now you can 

attend in your pajamas! 

We will be notified when you complete the assessment questions (and you learn right away if you are 

right!)  Then we can update our database that you are trained (or had updated training) in 2020! 

Our team has been spending a lot of time working on the database while we are social distancing. It helps 

us to have accurate records, so we can better communicate with our Family Promise family of volunteers, 

coordinators, and churches. 

Some of our volunteers have been with our program since the beginning, some have joined in the last 

year. Do you have a story, a memory, will you share with us what do you love best about serving? Drop 

an email to Jenny - Jenny@familypromiselycoming.org . We really want to add more of our history to 

our website, and to our scrapbook. 

We appreciate each and every one of you! It takes an army of volunteers to provide care for those who 

need it the most… and when we no longer need to social distance we will be so happy to see you all again 

loving on our guest families! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1XCydpAT5Q_nbosgyFWcgdw7BnQnX-9dDDzJwHMf_Q_ahEm28Cq9Inbv3SqDKS5ypOkCayZdNBR5eZT0sFxr2n2XpJO9sqOINhE6bhHSeuKiuK9vdBW_FwBAukXfhtSSPMstl0Yegajc3qj4py0ur4I6Oyy5s8ai929OZOnvJuXWD1_VMImYQ==&c=PndMkGo3zAD4vgraCGLuqJ3xDsMVNxPgRJvd7Jc_tvTxa6lm92dphA==&ch=C6WQ-pUR708EcWSUMg5uWbZMia1El7lpRbWwjlyfGJtfe9VynmoV1Q==
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Have you checked out the website for Pine Street?  www.pinestreetumc.org 

Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page 

 

  
 

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community 

 

Pine Street United Methodist Church 

Our Vision 

Show Christ’s Love 

Teach God’s Truth 

Share the Gospel 

 

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision? 

 

 

 

http://www.pinestreetumc.org/

