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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JAMES

Back-to-school season brings the image of fresh notebooks and sharpened pencils, blank pages waiting to be
filled. For students, it’s a season of learning. But as adults, we sometimes forget that we still have things to
learn. We like to think we’ve got life figured out—that we know enough or at least know what we need to get

by.

But the Bible reminds us that none of us ever outgrow the need to keep learning. Even the wise can become
wiser still (Proverbs 9:9). And Jesus himself calls us to be learners: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me” (Matthew 11:29).

To follow Jesus is to be a lifelong student in the school of Christ. The good news is that Jesus is a patient
teacher, the Spirit is a faithful guide, and Scripture is full of lessons that form us for a lifetime.

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29).
“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction” (Romans 15:4).
“I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go” (Psalm 32:8).

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit... will teach you everything and remind you of all that | have said to you” (John
14:26).

“Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me” (Philippians 4:9).
“Let the wise also hear and gain in learning, and the discerning acquire skill” (Proverbs 1:5).

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God” (Colossians 3:16).

“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

“Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths” (Psalm 25:4).



“Give instruction to the wise, and they will become wiser still; teach the righteous, and they will gain in learning”
(Proverbs 9:9).

From these passages, we can see five clear truths about Christian learning:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Learning is lifelong. We never graduate from discipleship.

God is our Teacher. He instructs, counsels, and empowers us.

Learning happens in community. Faith grows as we teach and encourage one another.
Learning requires humility. The gentle and teachable are those who grow most deeply.

Learning is for transformation. The goal is not just to know more—but to become more like Jesus.

As we begin a new season together, consider these questions for your own journey of faith:

Which of these verses speaks most directly to you right now?

Where do you most need to stay “teachable” in your walk with Christ?

How can we, as a church family, model a spirit of learning for our neighbors and community?
What practices could help us learn from Jesus, not just about Jesus?

Who in your life might God be inviting you to listen to and learn from this year?

The good news is that Jesus is patient with his students. He does not expect us to have it all figured out. He
simply asks us to keep our notebooks open, our ears attentive, and our hearts ready for his Spirit to guide us.

Let’s be a congregation that is always learning, always humble, and always being transformed in the school of

Christ.

“Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths” (Psalm 25:4).

The Prayer of Examen

August Theme: Remaining Teachable in the School of Christ

The Prayer of Examen, first introduced by St. Ignatius of Loyola in the 16th century, is a prayerful way of reviewing our
lives in light of God’s presence. It invites us to pay attention—not just to what we do, but to how God is shaping us
through each experience, challenge, and moment.

August marks the back-to-school season, and it’s not just for students. Scripture reminds us that all of us are called to be
lifelong learners in the school of Christ. Whether you're returning to a classroom or simply returning to routine, this
month is an invitation to open your heart again to what God wants to teach you.

Jesus is a patient teacher. His Spirit is a faithful guide. Our role is to stay open, humble, and willing to grow.

How to Begin:

1.

Set aside 10—15 minutes in a quiet place—indoors or outdoors.

Take a few deep breaths and invite God to meet you in this time of prayer.

Use the steps below to guide your reflection. Pause after each one and listen for what God might want
to reveal to you.

Feel free to journal your thoughts or simply pray silently.



Prayer Steps for August:

1. Begin with Openness:
Pray: “Lord, as | begin this new season, help me come to You with a teachable heart. | want to learn from You.”

2. Notice Where You've Been Learning:
Reflect: “What have | learned about You—or about myself—this summer? How have You been shaping me
through recent experiences?”

3. Ask for Teachability:
Pray: “God, where do | need to remain humble and open to Your instruction? What truth might | be resisting or
avoiding?”

4. Identify Areas for Growth:
Reflect: “In what parts of my life do | need to grow in wisdom, grace, or understanding? Where am | being called
to mature in faith?”

5. Commit to the Journey of Discipleship:
Pray: “Jesus, You are my teacher. Help me walk through this month as Your student—ready to listen, learn, and
be changed.”

6. End with Gratitude:
Pray: “Thank You, Lord, for Your patience with me. Thank You for the lessons You teach and the grace You give.
Help me stay curious and faithful.”

Learning doesn’t end with a diploma—it continues wherever God is present, which is everywhere. This month,
whether you’re reading Scripture, listening to a friend, starting something new, or navigating something hard,
know that the Spirit is your teacher and companion.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
Before You Make Plans...

Our church building is alive with activity each week. We have our own groups like the sermon study
group, choir, leadership team that meet. There are also: multiple AA groups, Bible Study Fellowship, a
homeschool co-op, Weight Watchers, and special events like yard sales, family reunions, dances,
workshops, and community dinners. In the coming months we’ll also host the library book sale, Trunk or
Treat, Veterans Dinner, a Holiday Marketplace and more.

We're grateful that our space serves so many in our congregation and community! With so much
happening, it can be frustrating if you expect to find a certain room free, parking spots available, or the
perfect time open for setting up. But because our calendar is so full, even small overlaps can cause
stress for another group or ministry. That’s why the church office keeps the “big picture” in mind—so
that each group can do what they need without stepping on anyone else’s toes.

By checking in with the office before making plans, you’re helping us keep our building a place where
everyone feels welcome and cared for. Thank you for helping us make sure this wonderful, busy space

continues to be a blessing for all.



Leadership Team Update: July 16, 2025

This month's meeting was chaired by Jim Burget

Action ltems: e W e
Approved a bid of $1,697 from the Hite Company for the purchase of four altar fixtures with switches and
fifteen new canopies and "corn cob" bulbs.

Approved a bid from Steve Waldman Electric Inc. to remove and install new lighting in the Altar Area and
Fellowship Hall for a cost of $6,530.

Approved using Bestline for usage of lift equipment to complete the improvement of lighting fixtures and
bulbs in both PSUMC sanctuary and Fellowship Hall as well as hanging microphones in the altar

area. Cost dependent on length of usage of lift equipment.

Discussion Items:

Gym and tile floor resurfacing

Connection Team update

Availability of any tables and folding chairs that could be donated to UM churches in Africa

Next Meeting: August 20, 2025, 6:30 p.m. Chair: Carly Smith

Leadership Team Update: August 20, 2025
This month's meeting was chaired by Carley Smith

Action ltems:

Approved the request from the Foundation Committee to distribute $1,500 to Family Promise and $1,500
to Shepherd of the Streets.

Approved by a prior email vote to accept the bid from Best Impressions Janitorial for $1,000 to clean and
resurface the Fellowship Hall floor and entry ways. Work will start on August 27th.

Discussion Items:
Landscape work has been completed at a cost of $5,080.40. This was a Capital Campaign
project. Many thanks to Eric Bair for continued watering of the new plants.

After the August 10" Charge Conference approving up to $10,000 from the Legacy Fund, work has been
completed by Waldman Electric to replace the lights above the altar and in Fellowship Hall. A few
remaining issues will be addressed.

During the July meeting with Mark Myer, Pastor James and Carley Smith discussed with him the need for
Pine Street to develop Strategic Communications plans.

Next Meeting: September 17, 2025, 6:30 p.m. Chair: Nancy Bowers




Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as they seek to serve both Christ and his Church.
] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to gain wisdom from the Word.

] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to speak boldly on behalf of the Lord.

] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have perseverance and courage during difficult times.

"1 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to honor God in all their decisions.

"] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have patience with members of the church.

] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to lead their congregation on a godly path of righteousness.

Fellowship & Refreshments

You're Invited:
Sundays @ 11 a.m.

(following morning worship service)
Light refreshments will be provided.

We want to get to know you!

If you would like to provide refreshments (homemade or bought) any Sunday, sign up located in the lobby
or please contact Gail Maurer at 570-419-4781.

ANNNAANNANANNAANANNAANANANAANANANAN

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday — Thursday — 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Friday — 8:30 AM - 12 PM
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED — Monday, September 15t & Friday, September 26t

See us on the web and on Facebook http://www.pinestreetumc.org

Worship Schedule
10AM Worship
10AM Children’s Programming

STAYING CONNECTED

RADIO SERVICE: You can tune in at 9AM for a previous week’s service on WWPA 1340AM and
101.7 FM



http://www.pinestreetumc.org/

Not able to make it to in-house worship? You can join us by “Live Stream.” The links will be found in
the weekly email, on our Facebook page each week or go to_ www.pinestreetumc.org

CONTINUING EDUCATION GRANT

The Pine Street UMC Education Grant is available to students if you are participating in a post high school
FULL-TIME course of study. The grant is $200.00 to encourage you in your pursuit. This is possible through
action of the Scholarship Committee and our Leadership Team. To register for the grant, please contact the
church office for a registration form and submit it before September 30",

WHAT’'S HAPPENING IN HERE...

Ministry Win: God is so good! We have been working to clean out the church garage. Items have
been reorganized, tossed away, sent to be scrapped etc. We had several older heavy tables and
chairs that weren’t being used. A woman from Weight Watchers approached us and during the
conversation we spoke about the garage. She put us in touch with a lady who is a missionary in
Africa. She was looking for sturdy tables and chairs. God sent a donated shipping container and
then created a connection between a group that meets in our church to our church office and brought
to realization a need and an answer to prayer. The tables and chairs are now on their way to a new
life helping spread the Good News of Jesus on the other side of the world!

Altar Flowers: September 71, 14!, & 28! are open. The cost is $25.00. Please contact Susan
Bielski at 570-916-0800 if you would like one of these weeks.

Valley Learning Co-op: Students will return the week of September 15t. They will be using our
building on Tuesday mornings and Thursdays 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. Please remember to use the Pine
Street Entrance. And check with the office when planning any events.

200™ ANNIVERSARY: Pine Street will be celebrating our 200t anniversary in 2026. If you would be
interested in being part of the team that helps plan our anniversary celebration, please contact Pastor James.

PINE STREET CALENDAR
Sept. I* Labor Day Holiday -Church Office CLOSED
Sept 2nd Valley Learning Co-op begins Tuesday & Thursday mornings
Sept 4t Choir every Thursday at 7 p.m. in the choir room
Sept 6 West Branch Yard Sale, Gym

Sept 8t Food Bank, 1 p.m., Wahoo Drive, Williamsport


http://www.pinestreetumc.org/

Sept 8t

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) begins on Mondays @ 6 p.m.

Sept 9t UWF Lunch, 12:30 p.m., St. Paul Calvary

Sept 12th & 13t Alberts Rummage Sale, 9 a.m., Gym

Sept 16t Strengthening Families begins, 5:30 p.m. Every Tuesday for 7 weeks
Sept 17t Leadership, 6:30 p.m.

Sept 23+d Musie Club Dinner, Wesley Hall

Sept 27'h Open Danee, 7 p.m. in the gym

Sept 28™-Oct 4™  Family Promise Week

Oct 4 United Women in Faith District Annual Day, Pine Street UMC
Oct 110 LAPS Yard Sale, 8 a.m., Gym

Oct 13" Bloodmobile, 1 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Oct 13t Food Bank, 1 p.m.

ANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

UNITED WOMEN I[N FAITH

Next Meeting: Luncheon @ St. Paul Calvary, September 9th, 12:30 p.m.

Planning Ahead: October 4th, 9 a.m. United Women in Faith Annual District Day @ Pine Street UMC

Any questions about UWF events, please contact Pat Wittig @ 570-322-4330

Community Events

Golf Tournament, September 26, 8 am. Registration, 9 a.m. Tee Time. White Deer Gold
Complex. Teams of 4. $110.00/person includes golf, catered lunch, player package. Register
NOW with United Churches of Lycoming County 570-322-1110.

Concert: Redeemed Gospel Quartet, Sunday, September 14t @ 2 p.m., St. Paul Calvary, 1427
Memorial Avenue, \Wmspt. Love offering & refreshments after concert.

Trumpet & Organ Concert, Saturday, October 4", 3 p.m. Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church, 807 \W. 4th St, \Wmspt.

Life Chain, Sunday, Oct 5", 2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. On “the golden strip”, East 39 Street, Wmspt.
A peaceful, prayerful and visible witness of Christ’s love. Standing in silence against abortion.

CROP Walk, Sunday, October 12, 1 p.m., St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 142 Market Street,
\¥mspt.



THANK YOU...

The camp is filled to the brim and our schedule is packed. So many opportunities to share the
gospel & demonstrate God's love to the thousands of students and guests that will be on our
property. Thank you for participating in this work with your donation ~ Peter Swift Camp
Director, Camp Susque

Your donation of $2,000.00 directly supports this life-changing work and thanks to your generosity, we are breaking
the cycle of homelessness & poverty ~ Jenny Hull, Executive Director, Family Promise

Thank you so much for all of the cards and birthday wishes. It made my day extra special and some
even gave me a laugh for the day. It's so nice to be a part of such a thoughtful and caring church family
~ Eleanor Snyder

As the need increases around the world, the work of Mission Central becomes even more important
and impactful. We could not complete this work without you. Thank you for your recent donation. ~
Hope Harrison, Executive Director, Mission Central

““““““““““““““““““““““““

Prayer chain

We want to pray FOR you and WITH you. We also want to rejoice and sing praises with
you. In any situation, reach out and share your requests with our prayer chain. You may
submit prayers or praises to Marilyn Kern at (570) 323-7814 or pennstate326@aol.com,
or Pat Wittig at (570) 322-4330, place them in the offering plate or email the church office
(office@pinestreetumc.org).

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. James 5:13

WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC FINANCIALLY

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6

Green offering envelopes are available for those who wish to use them. And as always, cash or checks may be
given. Some may also wish to mail in their offering to the church office.

OCTOBER PINE NEEDLE
Pine Needle submissions may be given to the church office via email

(office@pinestreetumc.org) or by a typed copy by WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24™,



mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/9/6
mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
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Pine Street United Methodist Church

L\ Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
4 PINE STREET d

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

nes Wooster )

Our Vision

Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?

Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community
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