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A NOT€ FROM PASTOR JAMES

What makes for a better Christmas?
More lights? Less stress? The right mix of tradition and surprise?

Most of us carry a quiet hope into December: Maybe this year will be different. Maybe this year will feel more
meaningful. Maybe this year, I'll actually have space to breathe.

But let’s be honest—most years, we end up chasing the same things and getting the same results.

That’s why I think this year’s Advent theme—*“A Better Christmas”—matters so much. It’s not about perfect
plans or sentimental moments. It’s about rediscovering the deep, durable joy that Jesus offers in the middle of it
all.

The book of Hebrews, where we’ll be spending our Sundays this Advent, doesn’t tell the Christmas story the
way we’re used to. There are no shepherds or stars, no inn or angel choir. But it gives us something we
desperately need: a bigger, clearer, better vision of who Jesus really is.

Hebrews describes Jesus as “the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being” (Hebrews
1:3, NRSVUE). That’s the One who came for us. That’s the heart of Christmas.

So, what if a better Christmas doesn’t start with us doing something better—but with us trusting Someone
better? That’s what makes this season holy—not how we feel, or what we do, or who we’re with—but who
came for us.

So, whether you’re reading this from your living room, a hospital bed, a dorm room, or the church pew...
whether you’re new to faith or have been walking with Jesus for decades... whether this season feels full or
fragile...



You’'re invited to come and receive something better.

A better hope. A better peace. A better love.

Not because we’ve earned it, but because Christ has brought it.

This Advent, I hope you’ll join us—in worship, in prayer, in the quiet places where God still speaks. Let’s wait
together with open hands and honest hearts. Let’s let go of the Christmas we think we have to create and receive
the Christmas only Christ can give.

Let’s journey toward 4 Better Christmas—together.

With love and hope,
Pastor James

The Prayer of Examen
December Theme: Receiving a Better Christmas

The Prayer of Examen, created by St. Ignatius in the 16th century, is a simple practice of pausing to notice
where God has been present in our lives and how we’ve responded. It helps us reflect with honesty and grace—
and it’s especially meaningful in a season that can feel rushed or overwhelming.

This Advent, we’re leaning into the theme of “A Better Christmas.” Not better because we’re doing more or
getting it right—but better because Christ has come to bring something better: a clearer vision of who He is and
a deeper trust in what He offers.

Hebrews reminds us that Jesus is the “exact imprint of God’s very being” (Hebrews 1:3). He came not to
demand more from us, but to give more to us. This prayer helps us slow down, look back, and make space to
receive the hope, peace, love, and joy that only He can bring.

How to Begin:
1. Set aside 10—15 minutes in a quiet place—by the tree, with a candle, or on a slow evening walk.
2. Take a few deep breaths and invite God to meet you in this time of prayer.

3. Use the steps below to guide your reflection. Pause after each one and listen for how God might want
to speak to your heart.

4. Feel free to journal your thoughts or simply pray silently.
Prayer Steps for December:

1. Begin with Rest:
Pray: “Lord, I come to You just as I am. In this busy season, help me slow down. Help me make space to
receive what You want to give.”

2. Notice Where You've Been Chasing '""More":
Reflect: “Where have I been striving or performing—trying to create the ‘perfect’ Christmas? What has
that felt like in my spirit?”

3. Ask Where You’ve Experienced “Better”:
Pray: “God, where have You already met me with something better—peace in the chaos, a moment of
joy, a word of hope? Help me notice and name those gifts.”



4. Let Go of What's Not Needed:
Reflect: “What expectations, stress, or distractions can I release into Your hands? What might I need to
say ‘no’to, so I can say ‘yes’ to You?”

5. Commit to Receiving:
Pray: “Jesus, You are better. Help me receive what You offer—Your hope, Your peace, Your love. Shape
my heart this Advent, not through my efforts, but through Your grace.”

6. End with Gratitude:
Pray: “Thank You for coming to us. Not because we earned it, but because we need You. Help me carry
Your light into this season and into the lives of those around me.”

As the season unfolds, return to this prayer as often as needed. Let it guide you toward rest, trust, and joy.

Leadership Team Update: Nov 19, 2025
This month's meeting was chaired by Scott Snyder

Action Items: 5 "

Approved the Christmas offering to be split between the 200th Anniversary Celebration and future
Children's and Family Ministry opportunities.

Approved $5,000 of undesignated funds to be used for the 200th Anniversary Celebration plans.

Discussion Items:

Creation of our own Food Handling Safe Practices
Discussion of Pastoral compensation

Pine Street Church Basketball Team Sponsorship
Building user fees

Our teams will really need your help in order for these initiatives to be successful and ultimately
attract new younger families to our church.

Next Meeting: December 17, 2025, 6:30 p.m. Chair: Jim Burget

Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as they seek to serve both Christ and his Church.
] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to gain wisdom from the Word.

"1 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to speak boldly on behalf of the Lord.

] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have perseverance and courage during difficult times.

"1 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to honor God in all their decisions.



"] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have patience with members of the church.

] Pray for members of the Leadership Team to lead their congregation on a godly path of righteousness.

Fellowship & Refreshments

You're Invited:
Sundays @ 11 a.m.

(following morning worship service)
Light refreshments will be provided.

We want to get to know you!

FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS: we have slots available! Considering siguing up or donating towards

providing refreshiments for our fellowship time after the worship service. We evjoy our time together and
getting to know you betterl Contact Gail Maurer 570-419-4721.

% % % % % % % %0 % % Yo
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday — Thursday — 8:30 AM — 2:30 PM
Friday — 8:30 AM - 12 PM
Church Office CLOSED: December 4t & 5%, 25t & 26t & January 15t & 2"

See us on the web and on Facebook http://www.pinestreetumc.org

Worship Schedule
10AM Worship
10AM Children’s Programming

STAYING CONNECTED

RADIO SERVICE: You can tune in at 9AM for a previous week'’s service on WWPA 1340AM and
101.7 FM

Not able to make it to in-house worship? You can join us by “Live Stream.” The links will be found in
the weekly email, on our Facebook page each week or go to www.pinestreetumc.org



http://www.pinestreetumc.org/
http://www.pinestreetumc.org/

15 Anniversary of Saving Grace
Thursday, November 13, 2025

As our group from Pine Street Church approached the former Grace Street United Methodist
Church there were not many changes to the outer facade. When we reached the interior, we found the
former sanctuary to be a beautiful six-bedroom area to house the homeless for thirty days. The
individual quarters had two twin beds and a four-drawer chest. Newly installed men and women’s
bathrooms had been added. A small area was set up for children with a crib and a number of toys for
younger children. A modern kitchen had been installed for cooking.

The celebration began with the executive director, Jennifer Rempe welcoming the guests and
stating the complex had already housed 122,640 families and that Saving Grace is the only facility that
welcomes families in Williamsport. There is a large room that accommodates single people. We were then
invited to tour the building. Following the tour several members made comments about how the
building is used and became what it is today. Closing remarks were offered by The Rev. Dr. John F. Piper,
the last United Methodist pastor to serve that congregation. He reflected on the work of that
congregation and how it served the community in that area.

Following the presentation, we were invited to a lovely buffet provided by Saving Grace.

Pine Street Church Foundation Fund has given much support to this newly refurbished building now
known as Saving Grace and offers a much-needed service to this community.

Patricia (Pat) Wittig
%% %% % %% % %% % % % %% % %

The Family Ministry Team is holding several events. Starting with” a Community Game Night on
Friday, November 28" from 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Invite your friends and family. Bring a game and a snack to share.

Dough Holy Night is our next scheduled activity. Friday, December 19t", 6:30 p.m. We will be making
cookies!

What’s “The Night Before the Night Before Christmas”? This is a night for parents to drop their
children, potty trained to 12 years old, off for a night of games, crafts, movies and snack while they finish up
their Christmas tasks. FREE CHILDCARE! Tuesday, December 23, 6 p.m.—9 p.m. Must register for this event
BY Dec. 19* with the church office @ 570-323-4604.

NOON YEARS EVE! Are you ready to ring in 2026 with fun, food, crafts, music and a DJ? Oh, yes, the
balloon drop at noon! Pine Street is the place. Join us, Wednesday, December 315, 10:30-12:30.

Welcome 2026! January 2"9, 2026, 6 p.m.-9 p.m., we will have another here
at Pine Street Church. Bring a game and a snack to share!

UNITED WOMEN I[N FAITH

Next Meeting: Wednesday, Dec 3¢, 1:30 p.m. in the narthex. Annual Christmas Program. Heshbon
Park UM §& St. Paul Calvary UM will be jotning us. All ladies are welcome.

Any questions about UWF events, please contact Pat Wittig @ 570-322-4330



WHAT'S HAPPENING IN HERE...

Pancake Breakfast with Santa: Saturday, December 6%, 8:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Billtown Volleyball
Club will be hosting this event in Fellowship Hall. Enjoy fresh pancakes and have your picture taken
with Santa. Tickets will be for sale at the door.

West Branch Chorale presents “Sights & Sounds of Christmas”. Saturday, December 6, 2025 @ 6 p.m.
Pine Street Church Sanctuary.

Williamsport Music Club: Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 7, 4 p.m. Pine
Street Sanctuary. Everyone is welcome.

Christmas Cantata: Join us Sunday, December 14™, 10 a.m. It will be a morning of songs and a
Christmas lunch to follow. Invite a friend!

200™ ANNIVERSARY: Pine Street will be celebrating our 200t anniversary in 2026. If you would be
interested in being part of the team that helps plan our anniversary celebration, please contact Pastor James.

PINE STREET December CALENDAR

Dee 3" Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library

Dee 3" UWF Christmas Program, 1:30 p.m. in the lobby

Dec4th & 5th Church Office CLOSED

Dee 8" Food Bank, 1 p.m. Wahoo Dr, Williamsport

Dec 10" Sermon Study, 10 am. in the library Maerr y

Dee 14" Christmas Cantata, 10 a.m. Luncheon to follow. .

Christmas!

Dee 17! Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library

Dee. 17 Leadership Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Dee. 19" Dough Holy Night. We are baking cookies! 6:30 p.m.

Dee 2374 “The Night Before the Night Before Christmas”, 6 p.m. FREE Childcare.
Register by Dec 19",

Dee 24" Christmas Eve Services:

9:30 a.m. - Kid Focused program, Wesley Hall



5:00 p.m. - Christmas in the Park, Short Park, Loyalsock

8:00 p.m. - Christmas Candlelight Service, Pine Street Sanctuary

Dec 25" Merry Christmas, Happy Birthday, Jesus! Church office CLOSED

Dee 26" Church Office CLOSED

Dee 27 Open Danee, 7 p.m. in the gym

Dece 31t Noon Year’s Eve, 10:30 a.m. Come for fun, food, crafts, music and balloon drop
atNOON!

Jan I*, 2026 Happy New Year! Church Office CLOSED

Jan 2 Church Office CLOSED

Jan, 2" Family Game Night, 6 p.m. Bring a game and a snack to share

ANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Prayer chain

We want to pray FOR you and WITH you. We also want to rejoice and sing praises with
you. In any situation, reach out and share your requests with our prayer chain. You may
submit prayers or praises to Marilyn Kern at (570) 323-7814 or pennstate326@aol.com,
or Pat Wittig at (570) 322-4330, place them in the offering plate or email the church office
(office@pinestreetumc.org).

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. James 5:13

WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC FINANCIALLY

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6

Green offering envelopes are available for those who wish to use them. And as always, cash or checks may be
given. Some may also wish to mail in their offering to the church office.

JANUARY PINE NEEDLE
Pine Needle submissions may be given to the church office via email
(office@pinestreetumc.org) or by a typed copy by MONDAY, DECEMBER 22"°,

Note: The January Pine Needle may be late due to the holidays.



mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/9/6
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441 Pine Street
Williamsport PA 17701

DECEMBER 2025

Pine Street United Methodist Church

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
d PINE STREET d

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH &
« Wouste

Our Vision
Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?

Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community



	Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  James 5:13

