
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 
A NOTE FROM PASTOR JAMES 

This fall at Pine Street we’ve been sitting with a simple line from 1 John: “We love because he 
first loved us.” That’s the heartbeat of the Christian life. God moves first. God loves first. Then we 
respond—in worship, in service, in generosity, and in the way we care for one another. 

We’ve just celebrated All Saints’ Sunday, and it was a beautiful reminder that we’re not the 
first ones to love this church. We stand in a line of people who prayed, served, gave, and gave 
faithfully so that Pine Street could keep telling the story of Jesus in Williamsport. Now it’s our turn to 
carry that witness forward. 

In this issue we’re including a Financial Summary (Jan 1 – Sept 30, 2025). We don’t want to just 
drop numbers in without context. We want you to see that your giving is being used carefully and for 
ministry. Costs have gone up this year—utilities, building needs, and basic ministry expenses—but so 
have opportunities to reach people. Sharing this summary is simply a way of staying transparent and 
inviting you to pray with us about the year ahead. 

Many of you have already received your Intention of Giving card for 2026. This isn’t a 
contract—it’s a prayerful estimate. It helps you decide, in advance, how you want to respond to God’s 
love, and it helps the church plan our ministry spending for the coming year. If your circumstances 
change, your intention can change too. 

We’re inviting everyone to: 

1. Pray about your response. 

2. Fill out the card. 

3. Return it to the church by Sunday, November 9 (or mail/drop it off if you’re away). 

441 Pine Street, Williamsport PA  17701 
(570) 323-4604  

Pastor James B. Wooster, Jr. 
www.pinestreetumc.org 

office@pinestreetumc.org 
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When everyone participates—at whatever level they’re able—it makes a real difference. 

Every gift helps us: 

• keep worship strong (in person, online, and radio), 
• care for homebound and older members, 
• welcome children and young families, 
• maintain our historic building, 
• support mission. 

Thank you for being a generous church and thank you for loving Pine Street the way so many saints 
before you have loved it. Let’s keep the story going. 

Thank you 

 
The Prayer of Examen 
November Theme: Cultivating a Heart of Gratitude 

The Prayer of Examen is a simple but powerful practice created by St. Ignatius of Loyola in 
the 1500s. It invites us to pause, look back over our lives with honesty, and notice how God 
has been present—especially in the ordinary moments we might have missed. 

In a season often centered on giving thanks, November is the perfect time to deepen our 
spiritual practice of gratitude. Gratitude isn’t just a reaction to good things—it’s a way of 
seeing, living, and trusting. Scripture reminds us that giving thanks is part of what transforms 
and renews us: 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” – 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 

 

How to Begin: 

1. Set aside 10–15 minutes in a quiet place. Light a candle, take a walk, or sit near a 

    window—anything that helps you settle. 

2. Take a few deep breaths and invite God to meet you in this time of prayer. 

3. Use the steps below to guide your reflection. Pause after each one and listen for what 

   God might want to reveal. 

4. Feel free to journal your thoughts or simply pray silently. 

 

Prayer Steps for November: 

1. Begin with Thanksgiving: 

Pray: “Lord, thank You for the gift of this day. Thank You for breath, for life, for Your presence. 
Open my eyes to the blessings I might overlook.” 

 



2. Recall Moments of Gratitude: 

Reflect: “When have I felt thankful in the past week? What brought joy, peace, or comfort—
even in small ways?” 

3. Name the Unexpected Gifts: 

Pray: “God, show me the blessings that came in disguise—through challenges, discomfort, or 
change. What have I learned or gained in those moments?” 

4. Acknowledge What Was Hard: 

Reflect: “What has been difficult or painful? Can I find any grace, support, or presence of 
God even in those places?” 

Pray: “Lord, even when life is hard, help me find You there.” 

5. Commit to a Grateful Heart: 

Pray: “God, grow in me a habit of gratitude. Help me to notice, to name, and to nurture 

thankfulness in every part of life.” 

6. End with Praise: 

Pray: “Thank You, Lord, for the ways You provide, protect, and guide. Let my life 

overflow with gratitude, this month and always.” 

 

Looking Ahead: 

Gratitude isn’t just something we feel—it’s something we practice. It shapes how we see the 
world and how we live in it. This month, let your gratitude become a form of worship and a 
path to deeper trust. 

 
 
Leadership Team Update: October 15, 2025         
This month's meeting was chaired by Jan Warren 
 
Action Items: 
None 
Discussion Items: 
City Parking Authority payment for use of the PSUMC parking lot 
 
The overgrown evergreen tree in the interior courtyard has been removed.  The Children's Sunday School 
Class had a service of remembrance for the tree. 
 
New and existing scholarships are available through Pine Street Church.  Applications and information is 
available in the church office. 
 
Family Ministry and Connections Teams Updates: 

 



Help is needed during the Downtown Fall Festival to be held on October 29 to give out hot dogs, chips 
and drinks as well as pass out a gift for children and a printed church events flyer. 
 
Help is needed for upcoming events for our young couples.  In some cases, these will require volunteers 
to obtain clearances to be able to provide childcare during these events.  If interested, please contact 
Lisa and she can give you the information needed to complete them online.    
 
Our teams will really need your help in order for these initiatives to be successful and ultimately 
attract new younger families to our church. 
 
Next Meeting: November 19, 2025, 6:30 p.m. Chair: Scott Snyder 
 
 

 
Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as they seek to serve both Christ and his Church.  

  Pray for members of the Leadership Team to gain wisdom from the Word. 

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to speak boldly on behalf of the Lord.  

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have perseverance and courage during difficult times.   

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to honor God in all their decisions. 

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have patience with members of the church.  

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to lead their congregation on a godly path of righteousness. 

 

 

Fellowship & Refreshments 
You’re Invited: 

Sundays @ 11 a.m. 
(following morning worship service) 

Light refreshments will be provided. 
 

We want to get to know you! 
 
If you would like to provide refreshments (homemade or bought) any Sunday, sign up located in the lobby 
or please contact Gail Maurer at 570-419-4781.  



OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday – Thursday – 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Friday – 8:30 AM – 12 PM 
Church Office CLOSED: November 27th & 28th, December 4th & 5th  
 
See us on the web and on Facebook http://www.pinestreetumc.org    

 
Worship Schedule 

10AM Worship 
10AM Children’s Programming 

 
 

STAYING CONNECTED 
RADIO SERVICE: You can tune in at 9AM for a previous week’s service on WWPA 1340AM and 
101.7 FM   

Not able to make it to in-house worship? You can join us by “Live Stream.” The links will be found in 
the weekly email, on our Facebook page each week or go to www.pinestreetumc.org 

 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

 

IS PINE STREET CHURCH AN URBAN CHURCH? 
 

Let’s look at some historical facts. Our tragic fire in February,1977, forced us to examine our history 
and future ministry. With a dedicated core of members called the Long Range Planning Committee, we 
considered where to rebuild: on Pine Street or other land outside the city. The decision was made to 
rebuild on our present site, and the groundbreaking ceremony was held in June 1979, two years following 
many meetings and planning sessions. We moved into our new building on Sept. 7, 1980. Now, forty-five 
years later, we are at another turning point when we must face the facts of dwindling membership, societal 
changes, and rising costs of utilities, maintenance, and staff.  

 
An urban church is defined by its engagement with its community. Pine Street is engaged with its 

community in a myriad of ways. The average attendee on Sunday morning may not be aware that more 
than ten non-Pine Street groups meet in our building on a regular (often weekly) basis. 
 

Who are they: 4th Dimension (Youth AA), John Bower Basketball League (city churches), Al-Anon for 
families of alcoholics, Acceptance is Key (AA), Bible Study Fellowship, Valley Learning Co-op, Sink or 
Swim (NA), West Branch D&A, Williamsport Music Club, Weight Watchers, Williamsport Group AA, and 
Blood Mobile. 

 
 A group of 20-30 Pine Streeters meets monthly at the Central PA Food Bank to pack 

hundreds of boxes of food to be distributed to food pantries. We have a Social Service committee that 
meets twice a month to assist local people with financial help with utility bills etc. (funded by a 
member’s bequest and special offerings), and with our Office Manager’s diligence there is Food Pantry 
assistance on any day. And unexpected forty years ago, our bathroom showers are available to the 
homeless when referred by other helpful agencies, usually one person per week. Do you see Pine Street 
Church as an urban church? 

 

http://www.pinestreetumc.org/
http://www.pinestreetumc.org/


Family Ministry 
The Family Ministry Team would like to extend its appreciation to everyone who made our October 

29th Downtown Fall Festival a huge success!  Whether you helped with the planning stages, set-up, tear down, 
hand out hot dogs, chips and drinks, assisted families with photo taking at our adorable photo station, handed 
out a detailed flyer outlining our November and December activities and services or provided trick or treaters 
with an activity booklet, we couldn't have done it without each and every one of you!  

 We don't know if our participation in this event will attract any new families to Pine Street but what 
we do know is that we shared God's love with many in our community that evening.  And we won't stop 
there.  Please consider helping in our future events as you are able.   

Our next scheduled activity is a Community Game Night to be held on the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
Thank you so much again!     

 
Planning ahead: Community Game Night, Friday, Nov 28th, 6-9 p.m.  Bring a game & snack to share 
       Dough Holy Night, Friday, December 19th, 6:30 p.m.  Making cookies 
       The Night Before the Night Before Christmas, Tuesday, December 23rd, 6-9 p.m.   
         Free childcare.  Must register by Dec 19th @ 570-323-4604 
       Noon Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31st, 10:30-12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Valley Learning Co-op: Holiday Market, Saturday, November 15th, 10 a.m.  Pine Street Fellowship 
Hall.  Come see the wares the children have been working on.  You may find a Christmas gift for 
yourself or someone else. 
 
Williamsport Music Club: Tuesday, November 25th, 7 p.m.  Pine Street Sanctuary.  Anyone is 
welcome. 
 
200TH ANNIVERSARY: Pine Street will be celebrating our 200th anniversary in 2026.  If you would be 
interested in being part of the team that helps plan our anniversary celebration, please contact Pastor James. 
 

 

PINE STREET NOVEMBER CALENDAR 
Nov 2nd   All Saints Day 

Nov 2nd   Foundation meeting, 11:30 a.m. 

Nov 5th  Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library 

Nov 5th  Hospice Service, 6 p.m. in the Pine Street Sanctuary 

Nov 7th  Veterans Meal set-up, 10 a.m.  Place setting and decorating help needed 

Nov 9th  Veterans Dinner, 11:30 a.m. in fellowship hall (gym) 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HERE… 



Nov 10th  Food Bank, 1 p.m. Wahoo Dr, Williamsport.  

Nov 11th  Veterans Day holiday      

Nov 12th  Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library 

Nov 15th  VLC Holiday Market, Gym 

Nov 19th  Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library 

Nov 19th  UWF Meeting, 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex 

Nov 19th  Leadership Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov 21st  Community Day w/ YMCA, 4 p.m. Curtin Middle School.  Volunteers to help 
with a craft are welcome. 

Nov 23rd  “Thank Out” Sunday.  Be sure to get your soup following morning worship 

Nov 25 Williamsport Music Club program, 7 p.m. Pine Street Sanctuary 

Nov 27th  Happy Thanksgiving.  Church Office CLOSED 

Nov 28th  Church Office CLOSED 

Nov 28th  Community Game Night, 6 p.m.  Wesley Hall.  Bring a game and snack to share.  
All ages welcome. 

Nov 29th     Open Dance, 7 p.m. in the gym 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Next Meeting: November 19th, 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex 
 
Planning Ahead: Saturday, November 8th, Church Women United World Communion Day 
 
          Sunday, November 16th, UWF World Hunger Sunday    
 
          Wednesday, Dec 3rd, 1:30 p.m. in the narthex.  Annual Christmas Program 
 
Any questions about UWF events, please contact Pat Wittig @ 570-322-4330 

 
|||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Thank you… 

Your generosity allowed us to collect $1,269.00 for this year’s Crop Walk.  Many will have food to eat 

because of you ~ Crop Walk Team 

I love my job, and I love the people at Pine Street Church.  Your prayers, kind words and hugs since the 
loss of my sister have made each day at work easier.  You are a wonderful example of God’s love - Lisa 

Thank you for 

your service 

Veterans Day 

November 11, 12025 



Prayer chain 

We want to pray FOR you and WITH you.  We also want to rejoice and sing praises with 
you.  In any situation, reach out and share your requests with our prayer chain.  You may 
submit prayers or praises to Marilyn Kern at (570) 323-7814 or pennstate326@aol.com, 
or Pat Wittig at (570) 322-4330, place them in the offering plate or email the church office 
(office@pinestreetumc.org). 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  James 5:13 
 

WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC FINANCIALLY 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  
2 Corinthians 9:6 
 
Green offering envelopes are available for those who wish to use them.  And as always, cash or checks may be 
given.  Some may also wish to mail in their offering to the church office. 

 
************* 

 
DECEMBER PINE NEEDLE 

Pine Needle submissions may be given to the church office via email  
(office@pinestreetumc.org) or by a typed copy by MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH. 
 
 

 
POINSETTIAS WILL BE DISPLAYED IN   CHURCH ON SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 21st 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH     
COST IS $8.00 EACH 

Plants are available to those who wish to purchase one as a memorial or in honor of 
someone.  Order form and payment (checks made to: Pine Street UMC) may be placed in the offering or 
dropped at the church office. 
No late orders.  Payment must accompany orders.  Plants may be picked up after the service. 

 
Quantity:  _________ 

 
_____  In Memory of  _______________________________________________ 

 
_____  In Honor of   _________________________________________________ 

 
 
By ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/9/6
mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
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Have you checked out the website for Pine Street?  www.pinestreetumc.org 

Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page 
 

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community 

 

Pine Street United Methodist Church 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Our Vision 

Show Christ’s Love 

Teach God’s Truth 

Share the Gospel 
 

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision? 

 
 


	Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  James 5:13

