
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 
A NOTE FROM PASTOR JAMES 

October often feels like a season of turning. The year is moving toward its close, and we find 
ourselves looking back with gratitude and forward with hope. In worship, we’ve been journeying 
through the letters of 1, 2, and 3 John in our series Because He First Loved Us. Again and again, John 
circles back to the same truth: 

“We love because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) 

God’s love always comes first. Everything we do as Christians flows from that reality. Our prayers, our 
worship, our service, our generosity, our witness—all of it begins as a response to the love we have 
already received. 

At Pine Street, we talk about that response in five ways: 

• In Prayer – drawing near to God with honesty and hope 

• In Participation – gathering for worship, study, and fellowship 

• In Service – using our time and talents to bless others 

• In Generosity – giving joyfully and sacrificially as an act of love 

• In Witness – sharing the story of Jesus in word and action 

Each one matters. Each one helps us live as people shaped by God’s love. 

In the coming weeks, you’ll receive more information about our Intention of Giving Sunday on 
November 2 (All Saints’ Sunday). That day we’ll celebrate the saints who came before us and 
dedicate our commitments for the year ahead. For now, I invite you to reflect and pray: How is God 
calling you to respond to His love in this season? 
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The Prayer of Examen 
October Theme: Living Generously, Loving Faithfully 

The Prayer of Examen is a centuries-old practice from St. Ignatius of Loyola that helps us 
reflect on how God is present in our daily lives and how we are responding. It’s a spiritual 
habit of slowing down, paying attention, and asking honest questions about what we’re 
doing with what we’ve been given. 

October is a month when we talk about stewardship—but not just about money. 
Stewardship is about how we care for everything God has entrusted to us: our time, our 
energy, our skills, our relationships, our community. As we study the letters of 1, 2, and 3 John, 
we’re reminded that true stewardship is rooted in love—generous, sacrificial, Christ-like love. 

 
How to Begin: 

1. Set aside 10–15 minutes in a quiet place. Bring a Bible or journal if that’s helpful. 

2. Take a few deep breaths and invite God to meet you in this time of prayer. 

3. Use the steps below to guide your reflection. Pause after each one and listen for what God 
might want to show you. 

4. Feel free to journal your thoughts or simply pray silently. 

 

Prayer Steps for October: 
1. Begin with Gratitude: 

Pray: “Lord, thank You for all You’ve entrusted to me—my life, my relationships, my resources, 
and my faith. Everything I have is a gift from You.” 

2. Reflect on Your Stewardship: 
Reflect: “How have I used what I’ve been given this month? My time, my words, my gifts, my 
money—have I used them in a way that honors You and serves others?” 

3. Ask About Love: 
Pray: “God, in the spirit of 1 John, where have I truly loved others with action and truth? Where 
have I held back or turned inward?” 

4. Notice What Needs Realignment: 
Reflect: “Are there any areas of my life that feel out of balance? Am I clinging too tightly to 
something You’re calling me to release or share?” 

5. Commit to Generous Living: 
Pray: “Lord, help me become more open-hearted and open-handed. Show me how to be a 
faithful steward this month—of Your love, Your grace, and all I’ve been given.” 

6. End with Trust: 
Pray: “Thank You, God, for trusting me with so much. Help me live this month with purpose, 
generosity, and love that reflects Your heart.” 

As we continue through the letters of John, remember what we do with our lives is one of the 
most important ways we reflect God’s love. Let this month’s prayer help you realign your 
heart, so that everything you give and everything you do flows from a place of deep 
abiding in Christ. 

 



Leadership Team Update: September 17, 2025         
This month's meeting was chaired by Nancy Bowers 
 
Action Items: 
None 
Discussion Items: 
City Parking Authority payment for use of the PSUMC parking lot 
 
The overgrown evergreen tree in the interior courtyard has been removed.  The Children's Sunday School 
Class had a service of remembrance for the tree. 
 
New and existing scholarships are available through Pine Street Church.  Applications and information is 
available in the church office. 
 
Family Ministry and Connections Teams Updates: 
Help is needed during the Downtown Fall Festival to be held on October 29 to give out hot dogs, chips 
and drinks as well as pass out a gift for children and a printed church events flyer. 
 
Help is needed for upcoming events for our young couples.  In some cases, these will require volunteers 
to obtain clearances to be able to provide childcare during these events.  If interested, please contact 
Lisa and she can give you the information needed to complete them online.    
 
Our teams will really need your help in order for these initiatives to be successful and ultimately 
attract new younger families to our church. 
 
Next Meeting: October 15, 2025, 6:30 p.m. Chair: Jan Warren 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as they seek to serve both Christ and his Church.  

  Pray for members of the Leadership Team to gain wisdom from the Word. 

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to speak boldly on behalf of the Lord.  

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have perseverance and courage during difficult times.   

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to honor God in all their decisions. 

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to have patience with members of the church.  

 Pray for members of the Leadership Team to lead their congregation on a godly path of righteousness. 

 



 

 

Fellowship & Refreshments 
You’re Invited: 

Sundays @ 11 a.m. 
(following morning worship service) 

Light refreshments will be provided. 
 

We want to get to know you! 
 
If you would like to provide refreshments (homemade or bought) any Sunday, sign up located in the lobby 
or please contact Gail Maurer at 570-419-4781.  
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday – Thursday – 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Friday – 8:30 AM – 12 PM 
 
See us on the web and on Facebook http://www.pinestreetumc.org    

 
Worship Schedule 

10AM Worship 
10AM Children’s Programming 

 
 

STAYING CONNECTED 
RADIO SERVICE: You can tune in at 9AM for a previous week’s service on WWPA 1340AM and 
101.7 FM   

Not able to make it to in-house worship? You can join us by “Live Stream.” The links will be found in 
the weekly email, on our Facebook page each week or go to www.pinestreetumc.org 

 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

 
COLLEGE CONNECTION 

Our College Connection ministry sends cards, prayers, gift cards and words of encouragement to our 
students who are in college, trade school or grad school.  If you have a student or know of a student 
from Pine Street church who may benefit from this ministry, please provide Cindie Snyder (570-323-
5089) or the church office with their name, school name and address. 

http://www.pinestreetumc.org/
http://www.pinestreetumc.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
Potluck Luncheon: Sunday, October 5th, following the morning worship service in the gym.  Please 
bring a dish to share.  Tableware and drinks will be provided.  Everyone is welcome! 

LAPS Yard Sale: Saturday, October 11th, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the gym.  Donations of items and baked 
goods may be dropped off on Friday, October 10th.  See Michelle Hopkins with any questions. 

Red Cross Bloodmobile: Monday, October 13th, at 1 p.m. in the gym.  Donors are always needed.  
Sign up to donate at RedCross.org 

JVB Library Book Sale: Thursday, Friday & Saturday, Oct. 16, 17 & 18, Pine Street UMC in the 
gym. 

Williamsport Music Club: October 28th, 7 p.m.   “A Celebration of Celtic Music featuring Celtic Wood 
& Wires”.  Pine Street Sanctuary 

Downtown Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat: October 29th, 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.  We will again this year be 
handing out hot dogs, drinks & chips.  We will NOT be decorating trunks.  Instead, we will be setting 
up a photo op area for families to take pictures of their little trick or treaters.  We need volunteers to 
help. Be at the church about 4:15 p.m.  Contact the church office with any questions.  

Altar Flowers: October 26th is available to provide altar flowers.  The cost is $25.00.  Please contact 
Cathy Marr @ 570-433-0244. 

Veterans Dinner: Sunday, November 9th, 11:30 a.m.  Pine Street UMC gym.  FREE.  Please register 
with the church office (570-323-4604) by Sunday, November 2nd. 

200TH ANNIVERSARY: Pine Street will be celebrating our 200th anniversary in 2026.  If you would be 
interested in being part of the team that helps plan our anniversary celebration, please contact Pastor James. 
 

 

PINE STREET OCTOBER CALENDAR 
Oct 1st   Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library 

Oct 2nd  Choir every Thursday at 7 p.m. in the choir room 

Oct 4th  UWF District Annual Day, 9 a.m., Pine Street UMC 

Oct 5th  Potluck Luncheon following the morning worship service in the gym.  All are 
welcome! 

Oct 8th  Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library 

Oct 11th  LAPS Yard Sale, 8 am. in the gym 

Oct 12th  Crop Walk for Hunger, 1 p.m. St. Mark’s Lutheran, Market Street, Wmpst. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN HERE… 



Oct 13th      Food Bank, 1 p.m., Wahoo Drive, Williamsport 

Oct 13th  Bloodmobile, 1 p.m. in the gym.  Sign up today at RedCross.org 

Oct 15th  Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library 

Oct 15th  UWF Meeting, 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex 

Oct 15th  Leadership Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 16, 17 & 18  JVB Library Book sale in the gym 

Oct 20th  Top Notch Basketball clinic begins on Mon, Wed & Thurs, 4 p.m. in the gym 

Oct 25th  Cluster Charge Conference, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct 25th     Open Dance, 7 p.m. in the gym 

Oct 28th  Williamsport Music Club, 7 p.m. in the sanctuary 

Oct 29th  Fall Festival Trunk or Treat, 5 p.m., Downtown Williamsport.  Volunteers 
needed to hand out hot dogs, trick or treat maps and picture takers. 

Nov 2nd  Foundation Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 

Nov 4th  Hospice Service, 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Next Meeting: October 4th, 9 a.m. United Women in Faith Annual District Day @ Pine Street UMC 
     October 15th, 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex 
 
Planning Ahead: Saturday, November 8th, Church Women United World Communion Day 
 
          Wednesday, November 19th, 1:30 p.m. in the Narthex 
 
Any questions about UWF events, please contact Pat Wittig @ 570-322-4330 

 

 

Community Events 

Trumpet & Organ Concert, Saturday, October 4th, 3 p.m. Covenant Central Presbyterian 
Church, 807 W. 4th St, Wmspt. 

Life Chain, Sunday, Oct 5th, 2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.  On “the golden strip”, East 3rd Street, Wmspt.  
A peaceful, prayerful and visible witness of Christ’s love.  Standing in silence against abortion. 

CROP Walk, Sunday, October 12th, 1 p.m., St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 142 Market Street, 
Wmspt.   

|||||||||||||||||||||||| 



Thank you… 

Congregation & especially the Women of PSUMC, thank you for the lovely reception held for my 
family & me on our last Sunday at church.  I miss the friendly faces of Pine Street ~ Gloria 
Spangenburg 
 
Pine Street Foundation, I give sincere thanks for your support of the ministry of the Shepherd of the 
Streets.  With this we are able to continue to serve our clients at their point of need. ~ Pastor Mark 
Brumbach 

Through your financial support, together may we continue to reveal the love of God with those 
who suffer and are in need. ~ UMCOR US Disaster Response & Recovery 

`````````````````````````````````````````` 

Prayer chain 

We want to pray FOR you and WITH you.  We also want to rejoice and sing praises with 
you.  In any situation, reach out and share your requests with our prayer chain.  You may 
submit prayers or praises to Marilyn Kern at (570) 323-7814 or pennstate326@aol.com, 
or Pat Wittig at (570) 322-4330, place them in the offering plate or email the church office 
(office@pinestreetumc.org). 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  James 5:13 
 

WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC FINANCIALLY 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  
2 Corinthians 9:6 
 
Green offering envelopes are available for those who wish to use them.  And as always, cash or checks may be 
given.  Some may also wish to mail in their offering to the church office. 

 
************* 

 
NOVEMBER PINE NEEDLE 

Pine Needle submissions may be given to the church office via email  
(office@pinestreetumc.org) or by a typed copy by MONDAY, OCTOBER 27TH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
https://dailyverses.net/2-corinthians/9/6
mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
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Have you checked out the website for Pine Street?  www.pinestreetumc.org 

Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page 
 

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community 

 

Pine Street United Methodist Church 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Our Vision 

Show Christ’s Love 

Teach God’s Truth 

Share the Gospel 
 

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision? 

 
 

Welcome Fall 


	Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  James 5:13

