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THE PINE NEEDLE

Our 200" Anniversary...

According to resource umc.org, John (1703-1791) and Charles (1707-1788) Wesley were
sons of the Rev. Samuel and Susanna Wesley. While both parents played important
roles, their mother, particularly, influenced their lives and ministry. Although she had
a large family, she structured one-to-one time with her children, educating and
teaching them about their faith. She would also gather friends and family “around the
kitchen table and lead prayers” and read aloud “when her preacher hushand was
away.” The “example of faith and religious reverence she set for her children inspired
John and Charles to become powerful spiritual leaders, and to launch the methodist
movement.” When they were adults, she sent her some religious advice letters. She
is described as “a woman of great strength, faith, and character.”

By: Joan Schell

Pine Street 200% Anniversary Sponsorships

On Sunday, September 13* Bishop Burgos-Nunez will be worshipping with us as part of
our yearlong celebration of Pine Street's 200 years: Following the service, we will be having

a catered meal for all to enjoy:

In an effort to make the meal available to everyone who would like to attend, we are

establishing a sponsorship fund to help cover the expenses:



Whether making your donation with cash, check or electronically, all forms of payment
should indicate that they are for our 200" Anniversary Celebration:

Additional events are being planned for throughout the year with details forthcoming:

Thank you so much-
200%" Anniversary Team: Barb Flock Carley Smith

John Piper Susan Swank-Caschera
Joan Schell Pastor James
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A Note from the Pastor: Entering the Season of Lent

In the coming days, the church enters the season of Lent—a season that leads us, slowly and
intentionally, toward Easter. Lent is a 40-day journey that begins on Ash Wednesday, February 12, and for
centuries Christians have used this time to slow down, reflect, and prepare their hearts for the
celebration of Christ’s resurrection.

If you didn’t grow up with Lent, you’re not alone. It can sound unfamiliar—or like something meant only
for other traditions. In reality, Lent has long been an important part of the Christian practices that shaped
the traditions now gathered in The United Methodist Church. At its heart, Lent is not about guilt, self-
punishment, or religious obligation. It’s about making space—space for honesty, prayer, and deeper trust
in God.

The season actually begins by getting ready to begin. The day before Lent starts is Shrove Tuesday,
sometimes called Fat Tuesday. Historically, it was a day of preparation—using up rich foods before the
simplicity of Lent. That’s where traditions like pancake dinners come from. It reminds us that the
Christian life holds both joy and reflection, celebration and honesty.

On Ash Wednesday, the journey itself begins. Many Christians receive ashes on their foreheads in the
shape of a cross as a reminder that we are human, fragile, and dependent on God—and at the same
time, deeply loved. Lent does not begin with shame, but with truth. We begin by naming our limits and
remembering our need for grace.

From there, Lent unfolds as a season of intentional living. Some people choose to give something up or
take something on—not to prove anything to God, but to create room. That space might be filled with
prayer, generosity, kindness, or simply a deeper awareness of God’s presence in everyday life. Lent
doesn’t ask us to do more; it invites us to pay attention.

This year, we’re offering several ways to enter into the season together. You’ll find information in this
newsletter about our Ash Wednesday services, ideas for simple and meaningful Lenten practices, and a
shared invitation to read “ /g4t Like Jesus” as a companion for the season. Each of these is optional,
offered as a way to support you—wherever you are right now—in walking toward Easter.

Lent s an invitation, not a requirement. Whether you are busy or curious, weary or hopeful, deeply
rooted or just beginning to explore faith, | invite you to take one small step with us as we walk this season
together.



A Lenten Read: Fight Like Jesus by Jason Porterfield
This Lent, we’re inviting the congregation to read “frg4¢t Like Jesus” as a companion for the season. The

book reflects on how Jesus confronts evil and injustice—not with force or fear, but through faithfulness,
truth, and self-giving love. It is a thought-provoking and challenging book.

Rather than rushing ahead, the book follows the arc of Lent itself, walking with Jesus toward Jerusalem
and through Holy Week, helping readers reflect on what it means to resist temptation, violence, and
despair in everyday life.

You’re welcome to read at your own pace, but a suggested rhythm will be shared (the first two chapters
together, then one chapter per week through Lent).

Instead of meeting every week, we’ll gather for a few intentional conversations in the chapel:

Sunday, March 8 — after worship

Tuesday, March 10-10:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 12 - after worship (the Sunday after Easter)
Tuesday, April 14-10:30 a.m.

Each pair of gatherings will cover the same conversation, simply offered at different times.

A limited number of copies of the book will be available through the church, or you’re welcome to
purchase your own copy (Amazon and other booksellers carry it). Whether you join one conversation,
several, or simply read along on your own, you’re invited to make this part of your Lenten journey.

Fastor James
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Help Us Care for You

One of the ways we try to live out our calling as a church is by caring for one another—especially in
seasons of illness, hospitalization, or recovery. But there’s something important we want you to know we
don’t always find out unless you tell us.

Many people assume that the hospital will automatically notify the church or the pastor. Sometimes
that happens—but often it doesn’t. Privacy rules, timing, and simple miscommunication mean that we
can’trely on that system alone.

So, ifyou or a loved one is hospitalized, having surgery, or significantly under the weather, please let
the church office or pastor know. Even a quick call, email, or message from you—or from a family
member or friend—is incredibly helpful.

It’s not about paperwork or procedure. It’s about prayer. It’s about presence. It’s about making sure
you’re not walking through a hard moment alone.

Thank you for helping us care well for you and for one another.

Help Us Build Stronger Connections

One of the gifts of church life is that it brings together people from many generations, stories, and
stages of life. That kind of community doesn’t happen by accident—it grows when people are intentional
about welcoming, connecting, and creating space for relationships to form.

As Pine Street continues to grow and change, we’re sensing a need to strengthen how we do that work,
especially when it comes to connecting with young adults—and helping young adults connect with us.

That’s why we’re exploring the formation of a Connection Team, along with a Connection Team
Leader. The heart of this team wouldn’t be programs for the sake of programs, but thoughtful ways to
help people find their place: simple gatherings, shared experiences, and on-ramps into the life of the
church. Some of that would focus on young adults, but the goal is broader—helping our whole church
become more relational, more welcoming, and more connected.




This team would ask questions like:
Where are people having a hard time finding connection?
What kinds of gatherings or events lower the pressure and invite relationships?
How can we help newer people—and especially younger adults—feel seen,
known, and valued?
If you’re someone who notices people, enjoys bringing others together, or has a heart for helping the
church grow across generations, this might be a place where your gifts could matter in a meaningful way.
More details will be coming soon. For now, we invite you to pray with us—and to imagine what God
might do as we lean more fully into the work of connection. If you feel God is calling you to this team,
please talk to Pastor James.

Leadership Team Update: January 215, 2026
This month's meeting was chaired by Carley Smith

The following are action items approved by the Pine Street Leadership Team Meeting held January 21, 2026.
This was an organizational meeting welcoming new members and nominating officers.

Nominated and Approved:

Chair — Nicholas Grimes

Vice Chair — Carley Smith

Corp. Secretary — Larry Fryda
Corp. Treasurer — Donna Diermyer

Three Subgroups were formed for 2026:

Staff Parish Relations — Carley Smith, Mark Porter, Diane Stanzione, Jan Warren
Finance — Nancy Bowers, Scott Snyder, Nicholas Grimes, Gail Mauer
Building and Grounds — Jim Burget, Larry Fryda, Eric Bair (custodian)

Connection Team Chair — Vacant, please see Pastor James or any Leadership Team member if interested.

There was lengthy discussion on how we might engage additional congregational members or regular
attendees of opportunities that are available. We are always looking for members/attendees of Pine Street to
volunteer with something that aligns with their interest.

A suggestion was made to use the bulletin board in the narthex as a place to list opportunities with

a brief explanation of what the opportunity entails. Examples: Children’s Ministry, Music Ministry, Social
Services, Hospitality, Altar Guild, College Connection, Food/Kitchen help, Building and Grounds and
Communion Servers.

Next Leadership Meeting is scheduled for February 25t at 6:30 pm due to Ash Wednesday conflicting.
Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as they seek to serve both Christ and his Church.



Fellowship & Refreshments

You're Invited:
Sundays @ 11 a.m.

(following morning worship service)
Light refreshments will be provided.

We want to get to know you!

FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS: JOIN US after worning worship for a time of fellowship and light
refreshements. If you're interested in provialiv:@ or dov:m'iv:@ +o our refreshments, please see Gail Maunrer
(570-419-4721).

% % % % % %o % % % % %o
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday — Thursday — 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Friday — 8:30 AM -12 PM

See us on the web and on Facebook http://www.pinestreetumc.org

Worship Schedule
10AM Worship
10AM Children’s Programming

STAYING CONNECTED

RADIO SERVICE: You can tune in at 9AM for a previous week’s service on WWPA 1340AM and
101.7 FM

Not able to make it to in-house worship? You can join us by “Live Stream.” The links will be found in
the weekly email, on our Facebook page each week or go to

Three Services — One Sacred Day of Turning
Wednesday, February 18th
Led by Pastor James


http://www.pinestreetumc.org/

This Ash Wednesday, the congregation is invited into a different kind of worship—one shaped not by many
words, but by silence, Scripture, and the ancient call to return to God with all your heart.

Three silent services will be offered throughout the day:

e 6:30 AM — Morning Service
e 12:00 PM — Midday Service
e 6:30 PM - Evening Service

Each service will last approximately 30 minutes and follow the same sacred rhythm:

o The sanctuary will be entered in silence.

e A printed guide will offer Scriptures and breath prayers.

e QGentle slides will provide simple direction.

o Three Scripture passages will be read, each followed by space for silent reflection and prayer.
e All will be invited to come forward and receive the sign of ashes.

Pastor James will be present at each service to offer the imposition of ashes as a sign of God’s mercy and the
call to return.

While the Scriptures remain the same at each service—lJoel 2, Psalm 51, and Isaiah 30—each gathering will
carry a unique tone shaped by the time of day. The morning service offers stillness and grace for a new
beginning. The midday service becomes a holy pause to release and realign. And the evening service invites
reflection and surrender as Lent begins.

You are welcome to attend any one, or to let the rhythm of the day draw you through morning, noon, and
night.
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Family Ministry

Community Game Night on Friday, February 27th, 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Invite your friends and family. Bring a

game and a shack to share.
T

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

Next Meeting: There will be no meeting in February due to potential inclement weather.

We will see you on Wednesday, March 18th at 1:30 p.m. @ Pine Street UMC in the narthex.

Any questions about UWF events, please contact Pat Wittig @ 570-322-4330
00eC0EOEEEE

Your contribution ensured that 20 kids entering care in December had the

essentials they needed when they needed them most ~ Emily & the Dwell Team



Thank YOU... very much for your help, both financial and physical, in my recent move to 450 Center St. Apt. 101,

Wmspt. PA. It was much needed. ~ Suzanne Heilman

PINE STREET CHURCH ~ ANNUAL SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

Join us in the Gym after church on 2/8/26 for fellowship and a
bowl of chili or chicken noodle soup.

To-go pints and quarts will be available to take home for the big
game.

Free will donations are accepted, and all donations will benefit
Epic Performing Arts. Epic is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
youth music programs in Williamsport.

PA FOOD BANK: February 9" 1 p.m.-3 p.m., Wahoo Dr. Williamsport. This is a volunteer opportunity
to help pack food boxes for people in our community. We have a friendly group, play some old tunes
and enjoy our time together. JOIN US! Contact Jim or Mitzi Burget for more information.

Valentine’s Dinner: Saturday, February 14™, 6 pm-9 pm. Tickets are $25.00 per person. Dinner will
be catered by The Food Guy. Entertainment by the Williamsport High School Band. Join us for an
enjoyable evening out.

Altar Flowers: The cost of altar flowers will now be $30.00. If you have a special occasion you would
like to recognize by providing altar flowers, please contact Barb Flock (570) 326-6970 or the church
office (570) 323-4604

CONCERT: February 24™, 7 p.m. The Williamsport Music Club will be hosting a concert this evening.
Join us for an evening filled with music.

PINE STREET FEBRUARY CALENDAR

Febh I* Foundation meeting, 11:30 a.m.

Feb 4" Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library

Feb 8" SOUPer Bowl Sunday. Join us for soup following the morning worship or take
some to go.

Feb 9t Food Bank, 1 p.m. Wahoo Dr, Williamsport



Feb 11" Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library

Feb 12 UCLC Soup Pick Up, 9-5 p.m.

Feb 14t Valentines Dinner, 6 p.m. in the gym
Feb16™ Presidents Day

Feb 18" Ash Wednesday ”ap py
Feb 18" Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library

Feb 18" Bloodmobile, 1 p.m. in the gym

Feb 22nd-28th Family Promise Week

Feb 24 Williamsport Music Club program, 7 p.m.
Feb 25 Sermon Study, 10 a.m. in the library

Feb 25 Leadership Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Feb 27 Family Game Night, 6 p.m. in Wesley Hall

ANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Prayer changes things...

Prayer is essential communication with our Father in Heaven. He tells us “...in everything BY PRAYER
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Phil 4:6) Let us take your
praises, concerns, requests, hurts, thanksgivings to the Lord.

In any situation, reach out. Our prayer chain is ready. You may submit your requests to Marilyn Kern at
(570) 323-7814 or pennstate326@aol.com, or Pat Wittig at (570) 322-4330, place them in the offering
plate or email the church office (office@pinestreetumc.org).

++++++H++H+++
WAYS TO SUPPORT PSUMC FINANCIALLY

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD
Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there
will not be room enough to store it. Malachi 3:10

Offering envelopes, cash or check, online or green envelopes are available in the pews. Some may also wish
to mail in their offering to the church office 441 Pine St., Williamsport, Pa 17701

MARCH PINE NEEDLE
Pine Needle submissions may be given to the church office via email
(office@pinestreetumc.org) or by a typed copy by



mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
mailto:office@pinestreetumc.org
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Pine Street United Methodist Church

'g; 2 Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
4 PINE STREET & &

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Our Vision
Show Christ’s Love
Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?

Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community
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