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A Note from the Pastor

“I am the vine, you are the branches... every branch that bears fruit he prunes so that it may bear more fruit.”
—John 15:1-2

This time of year, a lot of us are outside again.

Yard work, trimming bushes, cutting back branches—cleaning things up after the winter. It's not always the
most exciting work, but it's part of how things grow.

If you don’t prune, things get overgrown.
If you don’t clear things out, new growth struggles to take hold.

That kind of work—cutting back, clearing out, making room for new growth—is so familiar this time of year.
And it's exactly the kind of picture Jesus uses when he talks about our lives.

We're used to hearing him say, “l am the vine, you are the branches.”
But we don’t always linger on what he says next.

God prunes.
That's not one of the aspects of faith we like to think about.

Because pruning, in real life, can feel like loss. Like letting go.
Like something being cut back that we weren't quite ready to give up.

But God prunes—not because something is wrong, but because something good is meant to grow.

Left alone, things grow.
But they don’t always grow well. They get crowded. Overgrown.
They take up space, but don’'t produce much life.

And just as we work at pruning our bushes and cleaning up our yards, God is at work in our lives.
Not by taking things away at random, but by tending, shaping, and making room for what actually brings life.

Sometimes it's obvious—habits we know aren't helping us.
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Sometimes it's more subtle—things that quietly crowd out space, attention, or time.
Pruning makes room.
Room for light. Room for strength. Room for new growth that couldn’t happen otherwise.

As you're outside clearing things out, trimming things back, making space for something new—pay attention.
Is there anything in your life that needs to be pruned? Anything that's taking up more space than it should?
Anything that's keeping you from staying connected to Christ?

You don't have to do everything.

Just take one small step. Make a little room. That's where life grows.

Pastor James

++++++++++++

Our 200" Anniversary...

John stayed for two years. According to the New Georgia Encyclopedia, he was “the rector of Christ Church
in Savannah.” He was too strict and formal for a frontier congregation. Then he and a former girlfriend
named Sophia Hopkey had problems. She was the niece of the chief magistrate, and “a warrant was issued
against Wesley for defaming Hopkey” by refusing to give her communion in church.

The brothers returned to England frustrated and depressed but, more importantly, “conscious of their lack of
genuine Christian faith.” According to Christianity.com, “John struggled with a loss of faith and considered
dropping out of the ministry.” A Moravian friend advised him to “preach faith till you have it.” Their friend
from college days, George Whitefield, also went to Georgia with more success.

By: Joan Schell

Help Us Host Annual Conference

On June 4-6, Williamsport will host the Susquehanna Annual Conference. Pine Street plays an important part
in annual conference, welcoming hundreds of pastors and leaders into our building. This is a meaningful
opportunity for us to extend hospitality and serve together as a church.

To make this possible, we'll need many hands. Here are some of the ways you can help:
Wednesday, June 3

- 10:00 a.m. - Set-up (sanctuary and gym)

- 1:00-3:00 p.m. - Prepare lunches (making sandwiches)

Thursday, June 4

- 7:45-9:00 a.m. - Greeters (welcoming and guiding guests)

- 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Serve lunch

« 4:30-6:30 p.m. - Serve dinner



Friday, June 5

= 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Serve lunch

« 4:30-6:30 p.m. - Serve dinner

« 4:30-7:30 p.m. - Front door greeters

No single person needs to do everything. Even a small role makes a real difference in helping our guests feel
welcomed and cared for.

If you're willing to help, please sign up in the coming weeks, call the office or speak with Pastor James.
Thank you for helping Pine Street be a place of welcome.
AANAAAAANAAN
April Leadership Highlights
e Approved a contract for communications and disciple discovery consulting services with Larry
Williams. His onboarding meeting is scheduled for May 4.

e Focus: reaching new people, strengthening communication, and preparing for the 200" anniversary
More on this exciting initiative in the weeks to come!

Next Meeting: May 20" at 6:30 p.m.

Please keep the Leadership Team in your prayers as they seek to serve both Christ and his Church.

Upcoming Opportunities
e Food Bank - May 11, 1 p.m.
e Women's Banquet — May 13, 6 p.m. Tickets are $17.00 ea.

Hoppy

Deadlines

e Scholarships —June 1 MOthGI"S
Looking Ahead

e Annual Conference — June 4-6 Dﬂy

June Pine Needle submissions due May 25.



Finding Your Place
Here are a few places where you might find your place right now:

Connection Team
We are forming a Connection Team to strengthen relationships and create welcoming spaces — especially for
young adults, but not exclusively. If you're interested in learning more, speak with Pastor James.

Communion Servers
We are also seeking additional people to assist in serving Communion during worship. If you are interested,
please speak with Pastor James.

Greeters and Ushers
A warm welcome at the door helps set the tone for worship each week. If you would like to serve in this way,
speak with Dale or Donna Diermyer.

If you’re unsure where you fit, we would be glad to talk with you. There is a place for you here.

Becauge of Pine Stroct

Because of you... Kay Huffman felt the love through the flowers, cards, and prayers while in the hospital and Ravine
Ridge. The visits from Rev. Piper and Pastor James were very much appreciated.

Because of you... Carol Shultz shared this note:

“Did you know Pine Street has an angel as a member? Her name is Susan Obert. She runs errands to the pharmacy when
my regular pharmacy won’t ship certain meds. She also helped me with an overflow problem with my toilet. She never
says no, has a smile on her face, and is more upbeat than anyone I've ever known. If she doesn’t get into heaven, we’re
all in trouble. She is a true angel! Thank you for everything you’ve done for me.”

Because of you... love takes shape through steady generosity and quiet faithfulness.

Because of you...people in our community are receiving their medications, traveling to medical

appointments and seeing clearly because we helped purchase new glasses -Shepherd of the Streets

Because of you'-rand your prayers & cards during her brother’s illness and passing, Robin Ray is
truly grateful.

In QOur Church Family

Congratulations to Collin Porter

Collin, a first-year Ph.D. student at the University of Wyoming, has been awarded a prestigious National
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship—one of the nation’s most competitive awards for graduate
study.

His research focuses on migratory patterns and adaptation in alpine bird species. The fellowship provides
significant academic support and recognizes both the strength and potential impact of his work.



We celebrate this accomplishment and give thanks for the ways Collin continues to use his gifts.

Something you should know

We often call the Bible “a book,” and that's true. But it may help to remember that the Bible is in many ways a
library. We have bound it together as one book, but it contains many kinds of writing: history, poetry, law,
prophecy, letters, wisdom sayings, Gospels, and apocalyptic visions.

That matters because we don't read every part of the Bible in exactly the same way. Just as we wouldn't read
a newspaper article the same way we read our kids a picture book. We don‘t read a psalm the same way we
read a letter from Paul. We don’t read a parable the same way we read a genealogy. Each kind of writing
invites us to listen differently.

The good news is that you don't need to be an expert to begin. Just ask one simple question when you read:
What kind of reading is this?

Then let that shape how you read.

Ifit's @ psalm, you might slow down and pray it.

Ifit's @ parable, you might wonder what it's trying to show you.
Ifit's a letter, you might listen for what it says about how to live.

That one question can help the Bible become less confusing — and more familiar -over time.

Prayer Requests?

Contacts: Marilyn Kern (570) 323-7814 or pennstate326@aol.com
Pat Wittig (570) 322-4330
Email the church office (office@pinestreetumc.org).

++++++++++++
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP GIVING OPTIONS:
e In person, 10 a.m. In person or mail
e Livestream link Electronic

e  On the Radio, 9 a.m. WWPA 1340AM and 101.7 FM Via our website: www.pinestreetumc.org
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Pine Street United Methodist Church

‘;2% & Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
4 PINE STREET & . .
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Our Vision
iy Show Christ’s Love

Teach God’s Truth
Share the Gospel

How is God calling you to fulfill our vision?

Have you checked out the website for Pine Street? www.pinestreetumc.org
Check out Pine Street UMC Facebook page

Witnessing to our faith and serving Christ in our Community



